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With good theological reasons, Hermann Wohlgschaft
postulates the unrestricted equality of men and women
- be it in social life, in religious or ecclesiastical circles or
in personal relationships.

“The church has not been able to name these deeds
for what they were: as crimes” (Robert Zollitsch, former
chairman of the German Bishops’ Conference).

On the one hand, this book is a praise for the love of
man and woman. At the same time, it is a passionate
objection to any kind of discrimination against women
- not least in the Catholic Church.
The author’s criticism of patriarchal systems and of
one-sided masculine images of God corresponds
to the demand for more “femininity” in the church.
The equality of the sexes must correspond to their
equality. The clear “yes” to the ordination of women is
the consequence of this theological or anthropological
approach.
Hermann Wohlgschaft, Dr. theol., born 1944; since
1974 priest of the diocese of Augsburg (chaplain,
secretary to Bishop Josef Stimpfle, student pastor, city
pastor, clinic pastor); from 2002 to 2015 head of the
clinic pastoral care in Günzburg.

What are the conclusions to be drawn from this?
Wunibald Müller investigates this question and
makes it unmistakably clear: the measures taken so
far are good, but far from sufficient. What is pending
is nothing less than a radical reversal, which consists
of the clerical system collapsing, the Pope and the
bishops surrendering and sharing power and finally
giving up positions that can favor sexualised violence:
compulsory celibacy, negative attitudes towards
homosexuality, unrealistic sexual doctrines, refusal to
ordain women as priestesses.
And he concludes: If the bishops are not ready or not
able to do so, they must expect that their power will be
taken from them - because of the people, the Church,
and God.
Wunibald Müller, Dr. theol., born 1950, theologian,
psychologist, psychotherapist. He was co-founder and
from 1991 to April 2016 head of the Recollectio House
in Münsterschwarzach Abbey. Author of numerous
publications and sought-after speaker; he lives in
Würzburg.

GOD AND
THE DIGITAL
REVOLUTION
by Thomas Schärtl
Pustet, 232 p

translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Algorithms are increasingly influencing our lives.
A consensus that not the technically possible, but
the socially useful happens, requires a constructive
dialogue.
The blessing or the curse of digitalization depends
essentially on prejudiced judgments of value. But who
decides what those judgments are, and who enforces
them? The Church is confronted with both the potential
of new means of communication, and the dream of
humanoid artificial intelligence.

ANATOMY OF
THE CELL-MAN
A Soul Selfie

by Matthias Morgenroth
Echter, 216 p
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The digital world saved us: thanks to the internet, we
were not isolated on our lonely COVID-19 islands.
Generally speaking, it has made our lives easier - but if
we are not careful, it will ultimately take our lives away.
Just how much digital presence do we want to allow in
post-coronavirus times?
Time for a soul selfie: for most people, the digital
revolution finds its concrete expression in the
smartphone. It has long been part of our body. And it
has changed our minds.

What is the critical importance of a theological and
ethical reflection of the biblical image of God in a
technocratic world and human image? A controversial
debate on the current developments in digitalization,
the hopes, expectations and fears associated with it.

Sociological, medical and psychological consequences
have often been described - but what about the
soul? Matthias Morgenroth looks at our changed selfperception, the new self and world consciousness and
classifies it in philosophical-theological traditions.

Prof. Dr. Thomas Schärtl is Professor of Theology at
the University of Regensburg and philosoph.

Dr. Matthias Morgenroth, a Germanist and Protestant
theologian, is a reporter and editor for radio, television
and online at BR with a focus on religion, author of
numerous books for children, young people and nonfiction, editor of the magazine “Publik-Forum Extra”
and lecturer at FAU Nuremberg -Achieved in “Christian
Journalism”. He lives in Munich.

WAS THE WORD
WITH GOD?

IS GOD LOVE?
Looking for Clues in Bible and
Tradition

On the soteriology of the
Gospel of John

by Hansjürgen Verweyen

by Hans Jürgen Verweyen
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Pustet, 184 p

translation
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

What changes in the understanding of John’s Gospel
when “the Word” was not “in the beginning” with God,
but “towards God,” as the literal translation suggests?
And if John’s central concept of “glory” was a doubleedged sword that sharply separates the hypocritical
and corrupt power of the “authorities” from the divine
“shine of power”, which radiates in the speech and
action of Jesus, and finally in his exaltation on the cross?
What is “sin” according to the Gospel of John and
what does liberation look like? Based on a meticulous
analysis of central concepts in the Gospel of John,
Hansjürgen Verweyen shows that it is anything but
alien to the world. “Redemption” requires people who
are not deterred by the constraints of the dominance
determined by mendacity in their struggle for
truthfulness.
Hans Jürgen Verweyen is a Professor Emeritus for
Fundamental Theology at the University of Freiburg.

translation
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Is God really love?
Even when he mercilessly drowned his creatures in the
flood? Even if he asks of Abraham to sacrifice his only
son? Even if he exposes Job to Satan’s sadistic games?
And what about the Apocalypse? Is the Godo f Love
not suppressed by a cosmic judge who stages untold
horror scenarios at the end of time?
Can God be love, even when he sends Jesus to die on the
cross a san expiatory sacrifice? Hansjürgen Verweyen
takes the reader on an exciting search for clues in
Scripture and tradition after the God, who is love, and
leads him time and again to surprising insights.
Hansjürgen Verweyen is a theologian. He spent
many years working in the USA and at the University
GH Essen. From 1984 to 2004 he’s been Professor of
Fundamental Theology at the University of Freiburg.

WHY SUFFER?
Man Between
And Rebellion

Resignation

by Severin J. Lederhilger
Pustet, 199 p

WHAT IS
MISSING, WHEN
WE LACK
CHRISTIANS?
A ‘Short Formula’ of their Faith

by Matthias Sellmann
Echter, 200 p
translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

To experience and endure suffering, to overcome or
to succumb to one’s or another’s pain, is one of man’s
most existential experiences.
At the same time, this poses a real challenge to religion
and philosophy. The question ‘why suffer?’ can hardly
be answered by an intellectual discourse alone.
Between resignation and rebelliousness, it is also
important to keep open the horizon of hope from a
religious perspective, even if the mysterious darkness
of the “why” of concrete suffering is never completely
exhausted.
It is not just guiltless suffering that raises the question
of the existence of God, his righteousness, goodness
and omnipotence. How can he allow all the horrible
things in the world? The search for these answers must
always be complemented by an attitude of solidarity
with the victims. The 17th Ecumenical Summer
Academy Kremsmünster 2015 presented itself in an
interdisciplinary and pastoral dialogue historical and
current experiences.
Severin J. Lederhilger is Professor of Canon Law at
the Catholic Private University of Linz, Vicar General
of the Diocese of Linz and- since 1999 - member of
the editorial committee of the Ecumenical Summer
Academy.

italian, spanish and
portuguese TRANSLATION
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

We are heading towards post-Christian times. Soon
less than 50% of Germans will belong to a Christian
church. Reason enough to ask what is actually missing
when there is no Christianity.
With his short formula of faith, Matthias Sellmann
gives an amazingly simple answer: what defines being
a Christian is not dogma, morality, the church. or the
whole meaning of life. Rather, a certain variant of
wisdom would be missing - more precisely: of spiritual
wisdom. And this is anything but unworldly. It is not
even religious in the classical sense. Those who have
this wisdom train themselves in three competencies:
not having to run away; to not exceed their own limits;
and absorbing trength from the outside.
This “short formula” is explained in a very simple
language, and is also aimed at non-Christians. After all,
we all want to get through life well and fairly!
Matthias Sellmann, born in 1966, is a theologian and
social scientist. 2006 co-initiator of the Sinus Church
Studies, 2016 head of the multi-sensual staging of the
Cologne Cathedral ‘silentMOD’; since 2009 professor
for pastoral theology at the Ruhr University Bochum.
Founder and director of the “Center for Applied
Pastoral Research”; he is also member of the editorial
board of “Lebendige Seelsorge”.

ANIMALS IN
BIOETHICS
Tension on the Fringe of
Anthropocentrism

by Fabiola Leyton
Herder, 200 p

TRANSLATION RIGHTS AVAILABLE

With reflections and practical proposals, Animals in
Bioethics defends the appreciation of animal ethics in
global bioethics, so that it can act as a tool for critical
analysis, education, awareness and change in favor of
all animals, humans and non-humans.
Bioethics implies the questioning at the ethical, social,
legal or philosophical level of everything related to the
biological sciences. Although it was originally intended
only for humans, over time the need to expand moral
obligations towards all living beings has arisen. Our
present time demands an extension of the moral
register to answer new questions, chief among them:
how animals are treated by people.
This work studies and reflects on the current state
of global bioethics to overcome anthropocentric
tendencies. Divided into two parts, the first analyzes the
concepts of “sentience and interests” in animals from
some of the most widespread theories - utilitarianism,
contractualism and egalitarianism -, while the second
questions and analyzes the use of animals in industrial
livestock and research.
Fabiola Leyton (San Vicente de Tagua Tagua, Chile), is
a Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Barcelona.
She studied Social Work at the Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile and later a master’s degree in Political
Philosophy at the Universidad de Chile. In her work,
she combines teaching, research and the promotion of
animal rights from an antispecies perspective.

WHAT IS MISSING
WHEN WE MISS
ANIMALS?

A theological search for traces

by Simone Horstmann
Pustet, 223 p

TRANSLATION RIGHTS AVAILABLE

With the threatened disappearance of animals, far
more is at stake than what the scientific discourse
suggests: It is not just about a crisis of dwindling raw
materials or the loss of ecological influencing factors,
but about an existential upheaval that affects the
relationship between people and (other) animals in a
fundamental way.
The author therefore sheds light on the underlying
theological and metaphysical reasons for the fear of a
world that no longer has a real or intellectual place for
the reality of animals: where does the discomfort come
from when faced with an animal industry that has
made the billions of deaths of animals the mercilessly
practiced normal case? What were the consequences
of the radical profanation of animals, which in the
ancient world still held an almost god-like status? So
what will be missing missing when we miss animals?
Simone Horstmann, professor of philosophy, born in
1984, is a research assistant at the Institute for Catholic
Theology at TU Dortmund University.

he
A Dialogue with the Man who
Invented Jesus

by Ralf Frisch
TVZ, 180 p

10 Burning
Questions
about Life and
Death
by Renold Blank
TVZ, 152 p

italian, spanish and
portuguese TRANSLATION
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

ITALIAN, SPANISH AND
PORTUGUESE TRANSLATION
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

What if one could ask the author of the Gospel of Mark
why he wrote what he wrote? What if one could ask
him if he really thought it was the truth what he said
about Jesus?

There are questions that at some point will be of
burning interest to all people, and the answers to them
cLoncern us all indiscriminately: What happens to me
in death? Will my life go on? Is it even rea-sonable
to reflect on resurrection, heaven or rebirth? And
what do I hope for? – Renold Blank com-pares ideas
•about human existence in and after dying and asks
about the fate of the individual soul. He shows what
function a judgment in death has for the living and how
dependent the «Last Judgement» is on the res- pective
image of God.

In his brilliant book about Jesus of Nazareth, Ralf Frisch
engages the unknown evangelist, who since ancient
times is known by the name of Mark, in a virtual
dialogue about demons and heroes, about fiction and
truth, about loneliness, beauty and anger, about the
boredom of today›s faith and about the intensity of this
Jesus of Nazareth. In his thought experiment Ralf Frisch
does not avoid theological taboos: Would it not have
been wiser to spare posterity the death on the cross?
Was the resurrection of the Nazarene perhaps only a
fantasy? What future does Jesus Christ have in a world
that longs for life, salvation and redemption, but in the
end perhaps no longer believes in God?
The answers of the man from the past come
unexpectedly. They have the power to transform space
and time – not only in the past, but also in the present.
Ralf Frisch, Dr. theol., born 1968, is Professor of
Systematic Theology at the Evangelical University of
Nurem- berg, theological secretary of the regi- onal
synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria
and lecturer at the Zentralinstitut studium plus
(Central Institute for Studies plus) of the Bun- deswehr
University Munich.
Also available, by the same author: Alles Gut, Warum
Karl Barths Theologie ihre bSeste Zeit noch vor sich hat.

Blank pinpoints human existential questions, reflects
on possible answers and places them in the context of modern, critical thinking and faith against the
background of Christian hope.
Renold Blank, Dr. theol., Dr. phil., born 1941, is Emeritus
Titular Professor of the Pontifical Theological Faculty of
São Paulo, where he taught for 28 years. At the same
time he was a profes- sor at several other universities.
He has so far published over 20 books. Several of his
television appearances have also appeared on DVD or
video.

ESCHATOLOGY
Death and eternal Life
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by Joseph Ratzinger
(Pope Benedikt XVI)
Pustet, 231 p
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Eschatology, which for many centuries has lived a quiet
life as “ the doctrine concerning last, or final, matters”,
has conquered a central place in the current theological
debate. In the introduction the author scrutinizes the
reasons of this shift, and the historical background of
this situation. Especially through the meeting with the
religious feeling of future in Marxism, Eschatology has
become the fountain of theological movements like
those entitling Future, Hope, and Liberation in their
names. The Author notices that Eschatology poses the
problem of the very essence of Christianity. He deals
also with the individual dimension of the eschatological
matter, i.e. the questions of Death and Immortality, and
finally with the central theme „the upcoming Life“: the
Resurrection from Death, the comeback of Christ, the
Final Judgement, Hell and Heaven. On all approached
problems the Author shows the current state of
debate, examines thoroughly the biblical foundations
and analyzes interpretations and solutions all through
the history of theology. This fundamental work gives
us a better understanding of the central question of
Hope, and is the Catholic answer to the current debate
about Death and Life.
Joseph Ratzinger has been a Professor of catholic
Theology in Freising, Bonn, Münster, Tübingen and
Regensburg. A leading theologian since Vatican Council
in 1962, in 1977 was named Archbishop of Munich and
Freising, Prefect for the Congregation of Faith. In April
2005 he was elected as successor of Pope John Paul II.
choosing the name Benedict XVI.

FUNDAMENTAL
Theology
Between rationality and
revelation

by Gerd Neuhaus
Pustet, 320 p
2nd edition
translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Between the double demands of reason and revelation,
Gerd Neuhaus, in a critical reference to Kant’s postulate
of God, first develops the idea of a God, which reason
must presuppose so as not to break with its own
contradictions.
In contrast to Kant, however, he makes a serious
contribution to the knowledge of the permanent
determination of human reason. Knowing that
Enlightenment is an ever-unfinished process, the
author demonstrates the way in which a rationality
that is aware of its heteronomy not only illuminates the
biblical revelation, but also recognizes its own deficits.
In critical confrontation with Nietzsche’s critique of
religion and Girard’s mimetic theory, it is thus possible
to prove in which form reason and revelation are not
opponents, but partners who challenge each other and
depend on one another in this sense.
The author understands how to elaborate complex
thought processes in an elementary way and to present
them in an experience-oriented way. Thus, this work is
also recommended for the preparation of lessons in
upper secondary education.
Gerd Neuhaus is professor of fundamental Theology
at the University of Bochum and teacher at the AbteiGymnasium in Dortmund-Hamborn.

Classical
Authors of the
Theology of
Religion in the
19th and 20th
Century
by Reinhold Bernhardt
TVZ, 345 p

Historical Studies as a Source of Inspiration for
Contemporary Reflection
For those interested in the current theological discussion about non-Christian religions, this volume
offers an overview of the great classical concepts by
Schleiermacher, Barth, Tillich and Rahner, among
others. These are important not only from a historical
perspective, but because they fundamentally reflect
the relationship between religion and reli-gions and
thus provide impulses for the current discussion.
Reinhold Bernhardt, Dr. theol., born 1957, is Professor
of Systematic Theology and Dogmatics at the University
of Basel.
Also by the same author: Music in interreligious
encounters, Conflict Transformation as a Path to Peace,
Interreligious Theology, Public nuisance?, Comparative
theology: Interreligious comparisons as a way of religious
theology, End of dialogue? The encounter of religions and
their theological reflection and Inter-Religio: Christianity in
relation to other religions
ITALIAN, SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE TRANSLATION
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

The Truth of
the Bible
Contradictions, Miracles
other Mysteries

by Josef Imbach
TVZ, 208 p
ITALIAN, SPANISH AND
PORTUGUESE TRANSLATION
RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Does it exist, the truth of the Bible, when this book is
at the same time full of contradictions, miracles and
mysteries? Josef Imbach pursues this question by
examining the holy scriptures, the biblical authors
and tradition. Imbach is certain that biblical texts can
only be understood when one is aware not only of the
intentions of the authors, but also of the historical,
religious-historical and cultural conditions that underlie them. Concise, informative and always with a
pinch of humor.
Content: How credible is the book of books?
Inconsistencies, mistranslations, manipulations humorously brought to the point. For a meaningful
approach to biblical texts.
Josef Imbach, Dr. theol., born 1945, is a publicist,
author of various theological books and lecturer at
the Senior Univer-sity of Lucerne. From 1975 to 2002
he was full professor for funda- mental theology and
border issues between litera-ture and theology at the
Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaventure in
Rome; from 2005 to 2010 he taught Catholic theology
at the Theological Faculty of the University of Basel.
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A SMALL HISTORY
OF CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGY

A SMALL HISTORY
OF CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP

Periods, thinkers and changes
in course

by Jürgen Bärsch

by Dirk Ansorge
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Unlike Judaism or Gnosis, Christianity has developed
an early theology. In order to formulate its arguments,
theologians remained anchored to the conceptual
framework and philosophy of their time.
In a large exploration, Ansorge outlines the epochs of
the history of Christian Theology, from late antiquity to
present-day and makes central theological statements
from their respective historical contexts and concepts
clear.
The fascinating perspective of this book is that with the
changing of cultures, mentalities and thought forms,
also the questioning and argumentation of theology
change.
Dirk Ansorge is Professor of Dogmatics and History
of Dogma and is vice-rector at the Jesuit-University
Sankt Georgen in Frankfurt am Main

With his history of the Christian liturgy, Jürgen Bärsch
offers a compact overview of the major stages and
developments in the liturgical life. He also conveys the
cultural-historical influences on and through the liturgy
in all its facets.
In short, poignant chapters, he shows the numerous
and sometimes massive changes in worship in the
history of Christianity. For the concrete form of the
liturgical celebration has changed many times in its
interaction with ecclesial and social upheavals, and
it has been influenced by changes in culture and
mentality.
Jürgen Bärsch is Professor of Liturgical Science at the
Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt.

THE GOSPEL:
FIGURES AND
SYMBOLS
by Juan Mateos and
Fernando Camacho
Herder, 254 p

translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

This book offers its readers the keys to interpreting
the conceptual and symbolic universe in which the
Gospels were born with rigor and clarity, investigating
their historical background and revealing their intrinsic
theological meaning. Reading the Gospels implies
making an effort to understand to be able to distinguish
between the true message of the evangelists and
the literary wrapping with which they formulated it.
The great defect and the great danger that the naive
reading of the Gospel has is that its authentic meaning
is often not grasped and what is nothing more than a
literary covering is considered as content.
Juan Mateos (Ceuta, 1917 - Málaga, 2003) was a
great innovator in the field of biblical exegesis. In
1940 he entered the Society of Jesus and graduated in
Theology. He was Professor of Liturgy at the Pontifical
Biblical Institute as well as at the Pontifical Gregorian
University and at the University of Propaganda Fide in
Rome. As of 1964 he dedicated his life to the translation
and interpretation of the New Testament, becoming a
reference and pillar of Liberation Theology and of the
Basic Christian Communities movement.
Fernando Camacho Acosta, a priest of the diocese
of Seville, graduated in Theology from the Pontifical
University of Salamanca, took doctorate courses at
the Pontifical Biblical Institute of Rome, obtaining a
doctorate in theology in 1983 at the Pontifical University
of Salamanca . Until 2014 he was full professor of
Synoptics and Biblical Christology at the Center for
Theological Studies of Seville. Since 1977 he is the
parish priest of Our Lady of Guía, in Camas (Seville).

SURRENDER TO
THE DIVINE
Outlining a Philosophy of
Religion

by Francisco J. R. Calderón
Herder, 192 p

translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

This work presents a complete philosophy of religion,
clearly and succinctly, providing new perspectives on
the following questions: What is the religious fact?
What value does it have
In Surrender to the Divine, the methodological and
metaphysical assumptions from which the book starts
are exposed, its main aspects, elements and varieties of
the religious attitude (the phenomenology of religion)
are described, the possible cognitive and theological
validity is discussed philosophically and theologically
(criticism of religion); finally, it defends the need for a
non-metaphysical, humanistic and pluralistic religiosity.

SACRAMENTALITY
Essence and Wounds of
Catholicism
3rd Edition

THE NEW
TESTAMENT

by Karl-Heinz Menke

Who, what, where- for beginners.
Written in Cooperation with
Non-Theologians

Pustet, 360 p

by Ulrich Luz
TVZ, 192 p

translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

The core thesis of the book is: Catholicism is not a
specific doctrine or organization, but the sacramental
way of life and thinking of Christianity.
The author assumes that the inner center of
Catholicism has been more deeply wounded in
recent decades than in the times of Reformation and
European Enlightenment - notably by the so-called
postmodernism, but also by a consensus that remains
blind to the basic difference between Catholicism and
Protestant Christianity.
If sacramentality is the essence of Catholicism, then
demands such as the priesthood of women, Eucharistic
hospitality, or the transformation of the “church from
above” into a “church from below” are not desirable
concessions, but issues that question one’s own
identity.
Karl-Heinz Menke is professor of Dogmatics and
Philosophical-theological
Propaedeutics
at
the
University of Bonn and since 2001 member of the NRW
Academy of Sciences.
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Everything you wanted to know about the New
Testament and didn’t dare to ask
A dozen “normal” women and men, younger and
older, both close and far from the church, Catholics
and Protestants: under the guide of well-known expert
Ulrich Luz, they have gotten together to read the New
Testament.
Their many questions and objections have formed
the basis for this original, «reader-tested» book: both
informative and – most of all – approachable by laymen.
Ulrich Luz, dr. theol., is Professor Emeritus for the New
Testament. He taught at the Universities of Göttingen
and Bern.

READING
MARK’S GOSPEL
TODAY

READING
the Gospel of
John today

by Klaus Bäumlin

by Michael Heymel
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“And so, through the walk and drama of the whole
story of Jesus, the revelation that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God now receives its full depth. One can no longer
say it solemnly. Anyone who says it after reading the
Gospel of Mark sees the people and their history in a
new, overturning perspective. “

“In the beginning was the word” - John begins his
Gospel with this sentence. Many more catchy verses
follow: “I am the light of the world” or “I and the Father
are one”. Over the centuries, the Gospel of John has
both fascinated and provoked its readers.

Concise and illustrative, the books in the”Reading
the Bible Today” series are each an introduction to
a biblical book. Theology, Music, Literature and Art:
readers gain insight into the fascinating impact of the
biblical texts. Well researched, but without presuming
any theological knowledge from its readers, these
books show how the Bible can be interpreted today.
Klaus Bäumlin was a pastor at the Nydeggkirche in
Berne from 1991 to 2001, and previously the editor of
the “Saemann” and the “Reformatio”.

Are these verses profound or presumptuous? How is it
to be interpreted, a Gospel in which Jesus does not die
with a cry of godforsakenness, but with the solemn and
certain affirmation “It is accomplished”?
Michael Heymel investigates these questions and
shows how the words, scenes and images of the Gospel
of John form a literary drama.
Michael Heymel is a pastor and was a research
assistant at the Central Archive of the Protestant
Church in Darmstadt. From 2004 to 2012 he lectured as
an outside lecturer Practical Theology at the University
of Heidelberg.

MOZART’S GOD
by Fernando Ortega
Herder, 240 p

I DREAMT OF
THE BIBLE

Marc Chagall – Painter and Mystic

by Klaus Mayer
Echter, 80 p
4th Edition

translation RIGHTS AVAILABLE

An original theological interpretation of Mozart’s music
that gives a new meaning to the composer’s musical
creative thinking.
This book addresses the years of human and musical
maturity of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart from a
theological perspective. Its approach is developed in
two parts.
In the first one, “the traces of Transcendence” (Hans
Küng) are sought in Mozart’s musical language,
paying special attention to dramatic and religious
creation. Thus, the main features of “Mozart’s God” are
discerned, in which his Christian faith converges with
the elements of his time and others of a more personal
nature.
All this leads to the second part, the “Mozart of God”,
where the metamorphosis of the Mozartian soul is
reflected upon as a result of its creative activity. In
it, the dramatic and progressive deconstruction of
an “imaginary God” is proposed, which gives way to
the experience of a painful emptiness, which can be
interpreted as a mystical and paradoxical plenitude.
As a result of a long and deep research activity,
Fernando Ortega offers us in this work an original
theological interpretation of Mozart’s music that allows
us to acquire a new meaning in the musical creative
thinking of the exceptional composer from Salzburg.
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When we speak of Marc Chagall, we must speak of the
Bible. Why? Because his worldview is the worldview of
the Bible, drawn from which he lives, loves and creates.
“Since my earliest youth,” he writes, “the Bible has cast
a spell over me. The Bible seemed to me - and still
seems to me today - to be the richest poetic source of
all time. Since then I have had its reflection in life and
sought it in art. The Bible is like an echo of nature, and I
have endeavored to pass on this mystery. As far as I am
concerned, perfection in art as in life has sprung from
that biblical source “.
Klaus Mayer, a close friend of Marc Chagall’s, uses
selected examples to describe how the mystical and
the biblical shaped Chagall’s entire artistic creation.
Monsignor Klaus Mayer was born in 1923. From
1965 to 1991 he was pastor at St. Stephan in Mainz.
He managed to get Marc Chagall to create the world
famous stained glass windows for his church.
Other highlights from the Ignatian Impulses series:
- Willi Lambert, Seven times yes (5th edition)
- Stefan Kiechle, To take a decision (10th edition)
- Franz Jalics, The contemplative path (8th edition)
- Piet van Breemen, Growing old as a spiritual path (7th
edition).
Find out more: https://www.echter.de/ignatius-vonloyola-ignatianische-impulse/

DOES TRUTH
FREE US, OR
DOES FREEDOM
MAKE US TRUE?

God’s
wafer-thin
silence

A dispute

by Wilhelm Bruners

by Karl-Heinz Menke

Echter, 84 p
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A dramatic polarization in Christian Theology has
been noticeable for some time. The opposite positions
concern topics such as celibacy, women priesthood,
admission of civilly remarried divorcees to the
sacraments, homosexual marriage, or the choice
between a hierarchical or participatively organized
community.
Yet whoever thinks that this is only about one or
the other change in sexual morals or in the selfunderstanding of the Church, is mistaken about how
serious the situation really is. For this is not about small
adjustments or liberalization – the key question is on
whether the truth frees us, or freedom makes us true.
Karl-Heinz Menke is professor of Dogmatics and
Theological Propedeutics at the University of Bonn.
Seven of his main books have been published by Pustet.
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“Talking harmlessly about God is dangerous. ”- For a
long time speaking with and about God was speaking
primarily the language of the Church in worship and
catechesis, using spiritual or theological terminology.
But a deeper and deeper void fracture grew between
the theological and the colloquial language.
In the struggle for a new language, Wilhelm Bruners
turns the usual questions around.
Not: How to speak of God today? But: How does God
address people? What language do we have to learn
if we want to hear and understand it? Does God only
use a high, exclusive, spiritual theologian language? Or
is his way to address to us not like the language of the
Psalms, full of life, with critical questions and doubts,
with preliminary answers and also full of anger at our
enmities? Can’t every human language, if only it is
honest, become the bearer of the God-language?
Wilhelm Bruners investigates these questions and thus
encourages us to trust one’s own language experience
in the search for the language of God in our world.
Remembering always that this search begins above all
with good listening.
Wilhelm Bruners, Dr. theol., was born in 1940 and
lives in Mönchengladbach. He is a priest in the diocese
of Aachen. He is a permanent guest speaker in German
and Austrian educational institutions and monasteries;
he also writes for several publications on spirituality
and pastoral theology.
More titles in the Franziskanische Akzente series:
https://www.echter.de/franziskanische-akzente/
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The biblical stories and symbols can never be
completely caught in conceptual or rational terms, but
they do move the innermost sensation of man; they
heal and comfort, challenge and inspire, push and
drive, reconcile and liberate.

The cross of Jesus Christ forms the messianic turning
point of history, as Jesus confesses to the High Council,
“From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of power and coming to the clouds.”
However, as a result of the self-absolutization of
modern man, the perspective has changed: “Everything
becomes a thing of the past,” says Hegel, which should
prove true in the wake of the catastrophes of the 20th
century. If recent history reads like a true “fall of hell”
(Ian Kershaw), then the rule of he who was exalted on
the Cross reveals itself over the abyss of history, over
death and destruction: “For he must reign, until God
subdue all his enemies put his feet “(1 Cor. 15:25).

In this book, Stefan Kiechle presents meditations on 36
biblical texts. Their selection and arrangement follows
in their basic features the Ignatian Exercises. The way
of meditative reflection and exploration is also inspired
by Ignatius. The meditations lead to one’s own viewing
and thus open up a space in which readers can develop
further interpretations and impulses for their own
spiritual life. One can go with them alone on a spiritual
path or together in a group - in Bible circles, in daily
retreats or retreat courses.
Stefan Kiechle was a high school pastor and novice
master, retreat leader and lecturer; from 2010 to 2017
he was Provincial of the German Province of the Jesuits.
He is editor-in-chief of the cultural magazine “Stimmen
der Zeit” and commissioner of the Order for Ignatian
Spirituality.

From this point of view history, sad as it is, appears in
a new light, as Kurt Anglet points out in his book: which
directs the gaze from the cross to the return of Christ
- not to the destruction, but to the completion of time.
Kurt Anglet is a doctor in Fundamental Theology
Dogmatics. He became a researcher and co-worker of
Alois Cardinal Grillmeier on “Jesus Christ”. He received
his priestly ordination 2002 in Berlin, where he became
Professor at the seminar Redemptoris Mater. He is a
Senior researcher of the “Group2012”, an international
network of Germanists for the study of literary
modernism.
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Championing a new culture of sharing means much
more than giving alms. It is about the willingness to
change one’s life. What is meant is the renunciation
of a pure charity attitude, which, while it gives the
poor a share of the abundance of the rich, does not
change anything about the unfair conditions they live
in. To walk in the footsteps of Jesus and to partakein
the Franciscan tradition, on the other hand, means to
reduce the differences in status between people. To
renounce one’s own power and privilege - not for the
sake of renunciation, but for the sake of righteousness.
To give the same dignity to all people and to change
their life circumstances, so that they can live with
dignity.

Francis of Assisi was certainly not a “common” saint:
he was a dropout, renounced property and middleclass life, and spent most of his time on the move and
in nature. Yet his radical search for God is not to be
intended as a flight from the world, but rather as taking
place in its very middle.

Burkhard Hose shows us step by step how to realize
that there’s enough for everyone.
Burkhard Hose is a Catholic university pastor in
Würzburg. Hose is engaged as a Catholic chairman of the
Society for Christian-Jewish Cooperation in Würzburg
and Lower Franconia e.V.,. he ihas been member of the
Council of Spokespersons of the “Würzburg Alliance for
Democracy and Civil Courage for more than ten years
and is a member of the Würzburg Ombudsrat against
Discrimination appointed by the city council. Hose
was awarded the 2014 Würzburg Peace Prize for his
commitment. As spokesman for the Würzburg Refugee
Council, Burkhard Hose is committed to the peaceful
coexistence of German-born people and refugees.

Francis made no distinction between sacred and
profane, seeking the sacred in the profane and the
profane in the sacred, expecting to find God “in
between.” And to wait for God means not knowing
exactly where he is.
Basing his work on this exact mindset, Jan Frerichs
develops a spiritual path for modern urban hermits
– and for all those who wish to become one. His
Franciscan ideals are evident in this book, as it is both
biblically founded and rooted in everyday life: in work
and creativity, in simplicity, prayer, fellowship, and
loving commitment to the World.
Jan Frerichs is founder and director of the “Franciscan
Life School”. As a theologian, he accompanies people in
spiritual time-outs and rites of passage. He is educated
in the tradition of the “School of Lost Borders” and
Mens’ Rites of Passage. After five years as a Franciscan
brother, he now belongs to the Order of the Franciscan
World People (OFS - Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis).
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Exercising leadership in a spiritual direction - that is the
desire and goal of many people in leadership positions.
Bernhard Waldmüller presents the “prayer of loving
attention” as a good way to achieve this goal.
This daily look at one’s own life highlights the
importance of addressing and practicing the challenges
of leadership in the attitudes of mindfulness, inner
freedom, and decisiveness, be it for the conducting
meetings, exercising leadership, mediating conflict, or
change -Management.
Bernhard Waldmüller is active in various leadership
functions of the Catholic Church.
Original German title: Führen, sich und andere
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Ignatius von Loyola wrote about 7,000 letters. They
served him to handle practical tasks. Above all, they
were an important tool that helped him find his spiritual
profile. There is hardly a theme of his life that would
not have been reflected in letters. Depending on the
addressees, they are adapted in tone and different, but
always affectionate in all objectivity. They are all at the
service of pastoral care. In this way they are the best
source to get to know his person and his spirituality.
Hans Schaller is, among other things, a pastor for
students and academics and the founder of the ark
community in Hochwald / Dornach; a spiritual advisor
in Germanicum and Hungaricum in Rome, later in Chur
and Friborg.
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