


A dazzling history of African Europeans, revealing old 
and diverse links between the two continents.

As early as the third century, St Maurice - an Egyptian - 
became leader of the legendary Roman Theban Legion. 
Ever since, there have been richly varied encounters 
between those defined as ‘Africans’ and those called 
‘Europeans’. Yet Africans and African Europeans are still 
widely believed to be only a recent presence in Europe.

Olivette Otele traces a long African European heritage 
through the lives of individuals both ordinary and 
extraordinary. She uncovers a forgotten past, from 
Emperor Septimius Severus, to enslaved Africans living 
in Europe during the Renaissance, and all the way to 
present-day migrants moving to Europe’s cities. By 
exploring a history that has been long overlooked, she 
sheds light on questions very much alive today - on 
racism, identity, citizenship, power and resilience.

African Europeans is a landmark account of a crucial 
thread in Europe’s complex history.

Olivette Otele is professor of the History of Slavery 
at the University of Bristol and vice-president of the 
Royal Historical Society. She is an expert on the history 
of people of African descent and the links between 
memory, geopolitics and legacies of French and British 
colonialism.

‘Fascinating… One of the book’s great pleasures is its 
cast of memorable characters [and] though this is 
a work of synthesis, it’s an unusually generous and 
densely layered one.’ - The Guardian

‘People of African heritage have contributed greatly 
to Europe’s music, literature and more. But their 
achievements have long been overlooked… African 
Europeans works to bring more of this past to public 
attention.’ - The Wall Street Journal

‘Superbly researched… This richly layered history brims 
with stories of how African Europeans contributed 
to the culture, politics and language in the countries 
they lived in… This book is more than just the stories 
of interesting lives; it is also a careful study of the 
scholarship on these individuals.’ - Prospect

‘A brilliant, important and beautifully written book that 
forces us to think about the past differently.’ - Peter 
Frankopan, History Today Books of the Year 2020

‘African Europeans is an immense accomplishment 
and an urgent intervention from one of the most 
important scholars of the African diaspora working 
today.’ - History Today

‘As well as demystifying the longstanding and 
complicated presence of African people in Europe, this 
book… explains the role that complex intersections 
of class, skin colour, nationality and gender played in 
the nuanced experiences of African individuals.’ - BBC 
History Magazine

by Olivette Otele
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This eye-opening perspective on Stanley’s expedition 
reveals new details about the Victorian explorer and 
his African crew on the brink of the colonial Scramble 
for Africa.

In 1871, Welsh American journalist Henry M. Stanley 
traveled to Zanzibar in search of the “missing” Scottish 
explorer and missionary David Livingstone. A year later, 
Stanley emerged to announce that he had “found” and 
met with Livingstone on Lake Tanganyika. His alleged 
utterance there, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume,” was one 
of the most famous phrases of the nineteenth century, 
and Stanley’s book, How I Found Livingstone, became 
an international bestseller. In this fascinating volume 
Mathilde Leduc-Grimaldi and James L. Newman 
transcribe and annotate the entirety of Stanley’s 
documentation, making available for the first time 
in print a broader narrative of Stanley’s journey that 
includes never-before-seen primary source documents 
- worker contracts, vernacular plant names, maps, 
ruminations on life, lines of poetry, bills of lading - all 
scribbled in his field notebooks. Finding Dr. Livingstone 
is a crucial resource for those interested in exploration 
and colonization in the Victorian era, the scientific 
knowledge of the time, and the peoples and conditions 
of Tanzania prior to its colonization by Germany.

Mathilde Leduc-Grimaldi is curator of the Henry M. 
Stanley Archives and Collections at the Royal Museum 
for Central Africa (Belgium). James L. Newman 
is emeritus professor of geography at Syracuse 
University’s Maxwell School. 

by M. Ould Slahi and 
L. Siems
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ZARgA
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An epic story of a Bedouin family’s survival and legacy  
amid their changing world in the unforgiving Sahara 
Desert.

Ahmed is a camel herder, as his father was before him. 
The days of Ahmed and the other families in their nomadic 
freeg are ruled by the rhythms of changing seasons, the 
needs of his beloved camel herd, and the rich legends 
and stories that link his life to centuries of tradition.
But Ahmed’s world is threatened - by the French 
colonizers just beyond the horizon, the urbanization 
of the modern world, and a drought more deadly 
than any his people have known. At first, Ahmed 
attempts to ignore these forces by concentrating 
on the ancient routines of herding life. But these 
routines are broken when a precious camel named 
Zarga goes missing. Saddling his trusted Laamesh, 
praying at the appointed hours, and singing the songs 
of his fathers for strength, Ahmed sets off to recover 
Zarga on a perilous journey that will bring him face 
to face with the best and the worst of humanity and 
test every facet of his Bedouin desert survival skills.

Mohamedou Ould Slahi is the son of a Mauritanian 
camel herder. Known internationally for his bestselling 
Guantánamo Diary, he returns to the world of his 
childhood in this poetic, intimate tale woven from the life 
and the stories of a culture on the brink of disappearing. 
Larry Siems is the chief of staff for the Knight First 
Amendment Institute at Columbia University and a 
previous director of Freedom to Write and International 
Programs at PEN. His articles and books address 
immigration, human rights, and free expression.

A History in documents from the 
Henry morton Stanley Archives
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by Alfred J. Andrea and 
Andrew Holt

Hackett, 208 p

SANCTIFIed
VIOLENCE 

A comprehensive and readable overview, it provides 
a lively introduction to the subject of holy war in its 
broadest sense - as ‘sanctified violence’ in the service 
of a god or ideology.

With Andrea and Holt as sure-footed guides, Sanctified 
Violence tackles a vast subject: the global history of 
holy war in its many forms across the millennia. From 
cosmic struggles between forces of good and evil at the 
dawn of mythic time to apocalyptic battles at history’s 
end, this book explores the transcendental impulses 
and religious ideologies that fuel and shape collective 
violence in virtually every culture and age. Modern 
military chaplains and armed Buddhist monks keep 
company with medieval Templars and Aztec Flower 
warriors. Sanctified Violence never pretends to have all 
the answers to difficult questions about warfare and the 
sacred, but rather invites reflective readers to appraise 
their complicated relationship for themselves. Richly 
illustrated, each chapter offers a detailed commentary 
on its major historical sources and poses questions 
for further analysis, making the volume ideal for the 
classroom.

Alfred J. Andrea is emeritus professor of History, The 
University of Vermont, and general editor of Hackett’s 
Critical Themes in History series. Among his other 
books: The Medieval Record: Sources of Medieval History, 
and Seven Myths of the Crusades.

Andrew Holt is associate professor of History at the 
Florida State College at Jacksonville.
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FEmALE 
mONARCHS 
ANd mERCHANT 
QUEENS IN AFRICA

An unapologetically African-centered monograph that 
reveals physical and spiritual forms and systems of 
female power and leadership in African cultures.

Nwando Achebe’s unparalleled study documents elite 
females, female principles, and female spiritual entities 
across the African continent, from the ancient past to 
the present. Achebe breaks from Western perspectives, 
research methods, and their consequently incomplete, 
skewed accounts, to demonstrate the critical 
importance of distinctly African source materials and 
world views to any comprehensible African history. 
This means accounting for the two realities of African 
cosmology: the physical world of humans and the 
invisible realm of spiritual gods and forces. That 
interconnected universe allows biological men and 
women to become female-gendered males and male-
gendered females. This phenomenon empowers the 
existence of particular African beings, such as female 
husbands, male priestesses, female kings, and female 
pharaohs. Achebe portrays their combined power, 
influence, and authority in a sweeping, African-centric 
narrative that leads to an analogous consideration 
of contemporary African women as heads of state, 
government officials, religious leaders, and prominent 
entrepreneurs.

Nwando Achebe, the Jack and Margaret Sweet 
Endowed Professor of History at Michigan State 
University, is the award-winning author of six books, 
including Farmers, Traders, Warriors, and Kings: Female 
Power and Authority in Northern Igboland, 1900–1960 
and The Female King of Colonial Nigeria: Ahebi Ugbabe.
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HONOUR, 
ShAme ANd 
dISgRACE

Using terms such as shame, guilt and honor, Emina 
Saric illuminates how gender-specific role assignments 
are transferred from the past to the present through 
education and tradition.

Forms of violence such as forced marriage, behavior and 
dress codes, intimidation, threats and honor killings, 
which take place under the guise of traditions, religions 
and cultures, have long become part of our everyday 
lives. The bearers of such structures and forms of 
tradition, which are not immediately recognizable, can 
be of all genders and gender identities. Those affected 
are often not aware of the dimension of traditional 
thinking and behavior. In order to break the spiral of 
violence, both theoretical analysis and practical work 
with children and young people are required.

Emina Saric is a member of the Expert Council 
for Integration and researches gender relations 
in patriarchal worlds. She teaches at the Catholic 
University of Education and at the training center for 
social professions in Graz. In 2020 she received the 
Human Rights Prize of the State of Styria.

Why are Women subjected to 
Violence? 

by Emina Saric

Passagen, 140 p
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SeXuAlITY 
POWER RelIGIoN

For more than ten years, abuse scandals in church and 
society have aroused public anger and revulsion.

Against this background, the New Testament scholar 
Joachim Kügler undertakes some biblical and religious-
historical excursions in order to better understand 
the close connection between power, sexuality and 
religion. This journey through time is not an invitation 
to escape from the present, but an attempt to uncover 
the basic structures of male-dominated societies. In 
the encounter with fathers who offer their daughters 
for rape, women who have to become men in order to 
be equal, and gods who play out their power sexually, it 
becomes oppressively clear that the label “rape culture” 
was not only fit back then.

What is different today? There is publicity, criticism and 
even alternatives.

Joachim kügle is a theologian. He is the holder of the 
chair for Biblical Theology at the University of Bamberg.

ITALIAN, PORTUGUESE AND 
SPANISH TRANSLATION RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

by Joachim kügler
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A Time-Travel through the 
Bermuda Triangle of Human 
Existance



by Paul Herron

Swallow / Ohio U.P., 212 p

LETTERS FRom 
The HOUSE oF 
INCEST
Correspondence between Anaïs 
Nin and Joaquín Nin, 1933–1940

The incestuous affair between the writer Anaïs Nin and 
her father, the pianist-composer Joaquín Nin, is well-
documented in the volume of her unexpurgated diary 
published under the title Incest. What has been missing 
from that account is Joaquín’s point of view. Letters 
from the House of Incest collects the correspondence 
between Anaïs and Joaquín just before, during, and 
after the affair, which commenced in 1933, twenty years 
after he had abandoned his ten-year-old daughter and 
the rest of his family. These letters were long believed 
to have been destroyed and lost to history. In 2006, 
however, a folder containing Joaquín’s original letters 
to his daughter was discovered in Anaïs’s Los Angeles 
home, along with a second folder of her letters to 
him. Together, they tell the story of an absent father’s 
attempt to reconnect with his adult daughter and 
how that rapprochement quickly turned into an illicit 
sexual relationship. Altogether, this volume presents 
more than one hundred intimate communications 
between these two artistic geniuses, revealing not only 
the dynamics of their complex relationship, but also 
why Anaïs spent her life in a never-ending battle to 
feel loved, appreciated, and understood, all of which 
informed her art.

Paul Herron is the founder and editor of Sky Blue 
Press, which publishes the journal A Café in Space and 
digital editions of the fiction of Anaïs Nin, as well as a 
new collection of Nin erotica, Auletris.
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dAIlY
ALPHABET

The result of a long friendship, this book collects an 
extensive conversation between Dacia Maraini and 
Gioconda Marinelli on various topics, from daily ones 
to burning issues as pollution and pandemics, through 
the passions and battles of a lifetime. 

Maraini tells herself without hesitation and talks about 
feelings, values, emotions, weaknesses, certainties, 
habits and experiences. From the conversation 
questions emerge that belong to everyone’s life, about 
love, suffering, violence, death. 
Marinelli’s questions are pressing and Maraini’s 
answers and considerations are sure, quick, sincere, 
never elusive.

While sharing Maraini’s innermost thoughts and soul 
motions, this book is food for thought.

Dacia Maraini is the author of novels, short stories, 
plays, poems and essays, published in over twenty 
countries. Awarded with the Campiello, Strega, 
Hemingway and many other prizes, in 2020 she 
received the Viareggio Lifetime Achievement Award.

by Dacia Maraini

Marlin, 128 p

A Life’s Words
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They populate ancient fairy tales as well as movies, 
comics and modern popular culture: monsters of all 
kinds. But why is the monstrous so often associated 
with the feminine? This literary-scientific research 
should provide the answer.

The latin word ‘monstrum’ hints at a gigantic, monstrous 
being; one that does however not live in reality, but 
is part of a fantasy world, in which it is denoted by 
dreadful elements. A monster can be seen as a shadow 
projection of human thinking, feeling and experiencing. 
But what about the aspect of femininity that so often 
characterizes the demonic? 

This manual provides a collection of female monsters 
and hybrids, enriched with its own poetic material. 
It’s a kind of search for traces that tries to locate the 
monstrous feminine in the context of the present.

Sophie Reyer lives and works as a freelance writer. 
Among her books: BioMachtBäume and Performanz und 
Biomacht. Textstrategien im gesellschaftlichen

BioPowermonsters 
WomeN
An Encyclopedia

by Sophie Reyer 
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Historically, women and men have been assigned to 
different spaces in their communities. Although several 
decades of feminist social action have made significant 
progress to the social, economic and political condition 
of many women, change has been uneven and there 
remains considerable advancements to be made 
globally. This valuable third edition considers women’s 
changing position in the world today, updating some 
of the perennial challenges that women face and 
examining new and emerging issues including digital 
exclusion, sustainable community development and 
environmental justice. 
Published in association with the British Association of 
Social Workers, this book is an invaluable resource for 
students and practitioners of social work, community 
work, sociology and social policy.

Lena Dominelli holds a chair in Applied Social Sciences 
in the School of Applied Social Sciences and is Co-
Director at the Institute of Hazards, Risk and Resilience 
Research at Durham University, UK, with particular 
responsibility for work on vulnerability and resilience.

“Women and Community Action has been an 
essential resource, bringing feminist understandings 
to community development studies. This updated 
edition brings new insights, a very welcome addition 
to the field.” - Marjorie Mayo, Emeritus Professor of 
Community Development at Goldsmiths, University of 
London

by Lena Dominelli

Policy Press, 208 p
3rd edition

WOmEN ANd 
CommuNITY 
ACTION
Local and global Perspectives



gENdER 
INequAlITY ANd 
WELFARE STATeS 
IN EUROPE

Gender equality has been one of the defining projects of 
European welfare states. It has proven an elusive goal, 
not just because of political opposition but also due to 
a lack of clarity in how to best frame equality and take 
account of family-related considerations. This wide-
ranging book assembles the most pertinent literature 
and evidence to provide a critical understanding of 
how contemporary state policies engage with gender 
inequalities.

Examining progress in gender equality in EU 
member states, this thought-provoking book traces 
developments from the last decade and earlier 
regarding women’s and men’s relative positioning in 
respect of income, employment and time. Located in a 
critical feminist perspective, the result is a compelling 
overview of the gender-related achievements in the 
EU and continuing gaps and inequalities. As well as 
taking stock of where we are now, the book identifies a 
research agenda going forward. This seeks to revitalise 
the feminist social policy project, in light of key welfare 
state developments and intersectional inequalities in 
Europe and beyond.

This innovative and detailed book constitutes an 
important contribution to debates about gender 
equality and policies in Europe and provides a timely 
reminder of the content of the gender critique of 
welfare states and why it is still salient.

Mary Daly is professor of Sociology and Social Policy, 
Department of Social Policy and Intervention, University 
of Oxford.

by Mary Daly

E. Elgar, 232 p
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This volume of conversations between Alain Badiou 
and Peter Engelmann focuses on the concrete political 
situation in the world of today. Here the validity and 
applicability of Badiou’s ideas are tested in relation 
to the great social and political problems of our time, 
including terrorism, migration, the surge in support for 
nationalist and populist parties and the growing gap 
between rich and poor. Badiou argues that in the age of 
today’s globalized capitalism, with its division of labour 
on a global scale and the worldwide interconnection of 
information through the Internet, there are no longer 
any national solutions. 
Because nations and states lose meaning in favour of 
transnational corporations in globalized capitalism, 
resistance to capitalism must by definition be global 
too. Only a politics that defines itself as a politics for 
all and does not act in the interests of one particular 
group – whether a nation, religion or community of 
shared values – can lead the world out of the current 
crisis of globalized capitalism.

Alain Badiou is a philosopher, mathematician and 
novelist. He lives in Paris. 

‘Badiou’s powerful exposition of the unfinished project 
of revolutionary Marxism makes a compelling case for 
the universality of communist politics. Elaborated with 
respect to pressing contemporary problems, his vision 
for a communist politics for us is inspiring, necessary, 
and possible.’ - Jodi Dean, Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges “[a] lively and engaging discussion.” - Marx & 
Philosophy Review of Books

by Alain Badiou

Passagen, 120 p

FoR A POLITICS 
oF The 
COmmON Good
Conversations with Peter 
Engelmann



What are common goods? Ugo Mattei, one of the 
leading experts in this field, tires to explain that in his 
book.

When were the common goods born? What is the 
current situation in Italy and in the world? Are they 
legally recognized? Why should we defend them and 
how? Can common goods be a tool for social relations? 
What is the relationship between the common goods 
and the environment? How do we put them at the 
center of the political agenda?

These are just some of the questions that Mattei 
answers – together with a proposal. 

Ugo Mattei is an Italian jurist. Vice-president of the 
Rodotà Commission, he teaches law at the University 
of Turin and San Francisco. He drafted the referendum 
questions against the privatization of water. he is a 
columnist for Il Manifesto and collaborates with the 
Fatto Quotidiano.

(A Short guide to Resistance 
and a Proposal)

by Ugo Mattei

Marotta & Cafiero, 80 p

COmmON 
GoodS
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UNdERSTANdINg 
eCoNomIC 
INEQUALITy

Over the last 25 years, nearly two billion people across 
the globe have risen out of poverty and income levels 
have risen worldwide. Yet in the US, the top 1% earn 
twice the amount of income as the poorest 50% of the 
population. In the midst of rising prosperity, economic 
dissatisfaction - driven by the persistent fear felt by 
many that they are “falling behind” - is higher than at 
any point since the 1930s.

In Understanding Economic Inequality, the author 
brings an economist’s perspective informed by 
new, groundbreaking research on inequality from 
philosophy, sociology, psychology, and political science 
and presents it in a form that it is accessible to those 
who want to understand our world, our society, our 
politics, our paychecks, and our neighbors’ paychecks 
better.

As any history of the 21st century would be incomplete 
without understanding “the 99% versus the 1%”, the 
insights provided by the author will prove valuable to 
any reader. This book also provides the foundation 
for undergraduate courses on wealth and income 
inequality, and an essential reading for introductory 
economics, labor economics, public policy, law, or 
sociology courses.

Todd A. knoop and David Joyce are professors of 
Economics and Business, Cornell College, US.

by Todd A. knoop and
David Joyce  

E. Elgar, 264 p

Bigger Pies and Just desserts
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ANgRyNOmICS

Why are measures of stress and anxiety on the rise, 
when economists and politicians tell us we have 
never had it so good? While statistics tell us that the 
vast majority of people are getting steadily richer the 
world most of us experience day-in and day-out feels 
increasingly uncertain, unfair, and ever more expensive. 
In Angrynomics, Eric Lonergan and Mark Blyth explore 
the rising tide of anger, sometimes righteous and 
useful, sometimes destructive and ill-targeted, and 
propose radical new solutions for an increasingly 
polarized and confusing world. Angrynomics is for 
anyone wondering, where the hell do we go from here?

Eric Lonergan is a macro hedge-fund manager. He 
studied PPE at Oxford and has an MSc in economics 
and philosophy from the London School of Economics. 
He is also the author of Money.

“Everything it addresses – the causes of western 
democratic anger and how to fix it – has been magnified 
by the lockdown and the resulting economic deep 
freeze... This book is that rare pre-Covid-19 manuscript 
that has been made fortuitously more relevant by the 
virus... Most of us take it for granted that we live in 
an angry world. Their book makes an optimistic case 
for how we can escape it ... In recent years, the toxic 
sense that people are voiceless and action is futile has 
paralysed our democracies. Angrynomics is a rebuke 
to that ‘failure of the mind’.”  – Ed Luce, Financial Times

“A compelling, challenging and incredibly timely book. 
Needs to be read.”  Matthew Goodwin, Sunday Times

by Eric Lonergan and 
Mark Blyth

Agenda, 208 p
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This book is an urgent call to reimagine our social, 
political and economic systems so that we might 
transform to a sustainable society. It considers whether 
an alternative economic model is possible and examines 
the factors needed to enable such a transition to occur. 
The scale and pace of change is unprecedented and 
the author examines the actions that have to be taken 
by governments, business and individuals if we are to 
address the environmental disaster that confronts us. 
Much needs to change but ultimately, this is a book 
of hope, believing that evolution to a better, more 
sustainable society is possible.

Richard Joy is an expert in organizational 
transformation and strategic change.

“Few any longer doubt that we’re already experiencing 
the impact of accelerating climate change – but our 
response to that knowledge remains hopelessly 
inadequate. Richard Joy’s Unsustainable explains why, 
in clear and forthright terms, before mapping out 
exactly what needs to happen next.” - Jonathon Porritt, 
Founder Director of Forum for the Future 

“To address the urgency of climate change the book 
challenges us to address the social and economic 
issues of our civilisation as well. The technological 
solutions can only go so far: we need to go further 
and embrace a new paradigm. This book gives the 
readers a most comprehensive understanding of the 
climate problems as well as the climate solutions.” - 
Satish Kumar, Founder, Schumacher College and Editor 
Emeritus, Resurgence & Ecologist

UNSUSTAINABLE

by Richard Joy

Policy, 258 p

The Urgent Need to Transform 
Society and Reverse Climate 
Change



ENVIRONmENTAL
eThICS

Environmental Ethics provides an accessible, lively, 
and up-to-date introduction to the central issues and 
controversies in environmental ethics. Requiring no 
previous knowledge of philosophy or ethical theory, 
the book will be of interest to students, environmental 
scientists, environmental policy makers, and anyone 
curious to know what philosophers are saying today 
about the urgent environmental challenges we face. 

The book is divided into two parts. Part One deals 
with theoretical issues in environmental philosophy, 
examining a variety of ethical and environmental 
theories that provide diverse and thought-provoking 
perspectives on critical ecological issues. Part Two turns 
to applied environmental ethics, addressing current 
debates on topics such as climate change, biodiversity 
loss, wilderness preservation, responsibilities to future 
generations, population growth, overconsumption, 
food ethics, and ecological activism. 

Gregory Bassham is formerly professor of Philosophy 
at King’s College (Pennsylvania). 

“The new introductory text Environmental Ethics: 
The Central Issues (2021) approaches moral issues 
holistically, with an eye to arguments and their 
application. Gregory Bassham offers an accessible and 
affordable multi-directional blueprint to help us think 
about current problems. Environmental Ethics engages 
broad enough issues to attract a variety of learners, 
including philosophy, public policy, and environmental 
science majors.” - Zachary Vereb, University of 
Mississippi, in Environmental Values 

by Gregory Bassham

Hackett, 240 p

The Central IssuesFrom mesopotamia to 
Exoplanets

CLImATE 
hISToRIeS 

How has our knowledge of the climate developed 
over the course of five millennia – and has it been 
really understood? This book aims to tell the history 
of climatology, a complex, even fickle subject as old as 
human civilization. 

The effects of climate change, from the Ice Age 
onwards, have always had repercussions on the 
development of civilizations and cultures. This book 
starts from Mesopotamia to get to the latest research 
on the climate of planets far from Earth, in a history 
that covers the West and the East, the Old and the New 
Worlds.
Climatology is today at the center of the world political 
and economic debate, with the key theme of global 
warming: if the climate has accompanied and also 
determined the development of man, now it is man who 
determines the climate. Knowing about climatology 
and its history is also one of the keys to understanding 
how to protect the climate and the future of the human 
species on Earth.

Gianluca Lentini is a geophysicist specializing in 
climatology and works as a researcher for the Poliedra-
Politecnico di Milano Consortium, where he deals with 
sustainable development projects. He is the author of 
scientific and popular publications and a member of 
the Scientific Committee of Climalteranti.it, a site and 
blog for scientific divulgation on climate change.

by Gianluca Lentini

Hoepli, 144 p
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Environmental Crisis and 
Ecophenomenological Praxis

BeComING A 
PLACE
oF UNREST

The key to mitigating the environmental crisis isn’t 
just based on science; it depends upon a profound 
philosophical revision of how we think about and 
behave in relation to the world.

Our ongoing failure to interrupt the environmental 
crisis in a meaningful way stems, in part, from how 
we perceive the environment—what Robert Booth 
calls the “more-than-human world.” Anthropocentric 
presumptions of this world, inherited from natural 
science, have led us to better scientific knowledge 
about environmental problems and more science-
based - yet inadequate - practical “solutions.” That’s not 
enough, Booth argues. Rather, he asserts that we must 
critically and self-reflexively revise how we perceive and 
consider ourselves within the more-than-human world 
as a matter of praxis in order to arrest our destructive 
impact on it.
Across six chapters, Booth brings ecophenomenology 
- environmentally focused phenomenology - into 
productive dialogue with a rich array of other 
philosophical approaches, such as ecofeminism, new 
materialism, speculative realism, and object-oriented 
ontology. The book thus outlines and justifies why and 
how a specifically ecophenomenological praxis may 
lead to the disruption of the environmental crisis at its 
root.

Robert Booth has lectured in philosophy at the 
University of Liverpool, the University of Manchester, 
and Liverpool Hope University. His research focuses 
mainly on the intersection of phenomenology, 
ecofeminism, and new realist metaphysics.

by Robert Booth

Ohio U.P., 288 p
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by Paolo Cacciari

Marotta & Cafiero, 80 p

What is degrowth? Why is it necessary to abandon the 
obsession with economical growth and the race for 
unlimited development? 

Paolo Cacciari tries to answer these questions through 
this essay where the word degrowth becomes the 
pretext for a radical change in our lifestyles. Today, 
talking about degrowth also means considering the 
climate and energy crises, as well as the plundering 
of resources and the struggles for social and 
environmental justice. It means taking the side of 
those who fight for social justice, it means trying to 
deal with the disintegration of human relationships in 
the face of a growing dependence on technology. In 
short, materially and culturally reconvert the so-called 
“developed” societies.

Paolo Cacciari is one of the leading Italian and 
European experts on the issue of degrowth. He 
collaborated with Il Manifesto and with L’Unità and 
was councilor and deputy mayor for the Municipality 
of Venice, regional councilor for Veneto, and deputy of 
the Italian Republic.

dEgROWTH
(A Cultural Overturning)

ALL TRANSLATION  RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE



ImAGINING 
SOCIETy

Re-examining C.Wright Mills’s legacy as a jumping off 
point, this original introduction to sociology illuminates 
global concepts, themes and practices that are 
fundamental to the discipline. It makes a case for the 
importance of developing a sociological imagination 
and provides the steps for how readers can do that. 
The unique text: Offers succinct and wide-ranging 
coverage of many of the most important themes and 
concepts taught in first year sociology courses, has a 
global framework and case material which engages 
with decoloniality and critiques an overly white, 
western and developed world view of sociology, is 
woven through with contemporary examples, from 
social media to social inequality, big data to the self-
help industry and rethinks and re-imagines what a 
critically committed, politically engaged and publicly 
relevant sociology should look like in the 21st century.
This is a lively, engaging and accessible overview of 
sociology for all its students, teachers and people 
who want to learn more about sociology today. It is 
a welcome clarion call for sociology’s importance in 
public life.

Daniel Nehring is Associate Professor of Sociology 
at East China University of Science and Technology in 
Shanghai. Dylan kerrigan is a Lecturer in Criminology 
at the University of Leicester and a Visiting Lecturer in 
Sociology at the University of the West Indies.

“Kerrigan and Nehring help us critically re-imagine 
society in this provoking and engaging publication 
which spans Western, global, and decolonising 
approaches.” Adam Baird, Coventry University

The Case for Sociology

by Daniel Nehring and 
Dylan kerrigan

Policy Press, 256 p
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WALdEN
TWo

This fictional outline of a modern utopia has been a 
center of controversy ever since its publication in 1948. 
Set in the United States, it pictures a society in which 
human problems are solved by a scientific technology 
of human conduct.

It is now widely recognized that great changes must 
be made in the American way of life. Not only can we 
not face the rest of the world while consuming and 
polluting as we do, we cannot for long face ourselves 
while acknowledging the violence and chaos in which 
we live. The choice is clear: either we do nothing and 
allow a miserable and probably catastrophic future to 
overtake us, or we use our knowledge about human 
behavior to create a social environment in which we 
shall live productive and creative lives and do so without 
jeopardizing the chances that those who follow us will 
be able to do the same. Something like a Walden Two 
would not be a bad start.

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904–1990), regarded by 
many as the most important and influential psychologist 
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at 
Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments 
at the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, 
he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for 
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce 
professor of Psychology. His work is being rediscovered 
in recent years.

Also available, by the same author: Beyond Freedom 
and Dignity.

by Burrhus F. Skinner

Hackett, 320 p
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The LAST
EUROPEAN
WAll 

This is a detailed reconstruction of the genesis and 
evolution of the Cyprus problem: from the negotiation 
attempts shipwrecked in recent decades, through the 
Annan Plan for the reunification of the island on a 
federal form -rejected by the 2004 referendum -, to the 
entry of the Republic of Cyprus into the EU - which was 
the ultimate split of this land in two -. 

Today more than ever, Cyprus is at the center of new 
disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean, with Erdogan’s 
Turkey claiming control on the immense gas and oil 
reserves located off the Cyprus coast and posing a 
threat to the explorations of the Italian ENI company.

Giovanni Vazzana, an attentive researcher of borders 
issues, minority problems, dynamics of state divisions, 
in Cyprus has had the opportunity to watch from the 
inside “the last wall of Europe” during a stay sponsored 
by the Italian Youth Association for UNESCO.

by Giovanni Vazzana

Paesi, 96 p

Cyprus, mediterranean’s heart and 
crossroads

Current migration policy is based on a seemingly neutral 
accounting exercise, in which migrants contribute less 
in tax than they receive in welfare assistance. A “fact” 
that justifies increasingly restrictive asylum policies. Peo 
Hansen shows that this consensual cost-perspective 
on migration is built on a flawed economic conception 
of the orthodox “sound finance” doctrine prevalent in 
migration research and policy. By examining migration 
through the macroeconomic lens offered by modern 
monetary theory, Hansen is able to demonstrate sound 
finance’s detrimental impact on migration policy and 
research, including its role in stoking the toxic debate 
on migration in the European Union. More importantly, 
Hansen’s undertaking offers the tools with which both 
migration research and migration policy could be 
modernized and put on a realistic footing.

Peo Hansen is professor of Political Science at the 
Institute for Research on Migration, Ethnicity and 
Society (REMESO), Linkoping University, Sweden. He 
has written extensively on questions of migration, 
citizenship and identity and how they relate to the 
political economy of European integration.

“A timely book on the supposed trade-off between 
migration and the sustainability of the welfare state. 
Hansen’s skilful debunking of the ‘sound finance’ view 
demonstrates that there is no ‘fiscal burden’ when it 
comes to migration. Migrants are an essential part of 
the workforce and contribute to the economy. I highly 
recommend this superb book.” – Dirk Ehnts, Institute 
for International Political Economy, Berlin

by Peo Hansen

Agenda, 256 p

A mOdERN 
mIGRATIoN  
THEORy
An Alternative Economic 
Approach to Failed EU Policy

SwEDISH RIGHTS SOLD. OTHER 
TRANSLATION  RIGHTS AVAILABLE



by Samuel Cohn
Cornell U.P., 272 p

ALL SoCIeTIeS
dIE

In All Societies Die, Samuel Cohn asks us to prepare for 
the inevitable. Our society is going to die. What are you 
going to do about it? But he also wants us to know that 
there’s still reason for hope.

In an immersive and mesmerizing discussion Cohn 
considers what makes societies (throughout history) 
collapse. All Societies Die points us to the historical 
examples of the Byzantine empire, the collapse of 
Somalia, the rise of Middle Eastern terrorism, the rise of 
drug cartels in Latin America and the French Revolution 
to explain how societal decline has common features 
and themes. Cohn takes us on an easily digestible 
journey through history. While he unveils the past, his 
message to us about the present is searing. Through 
his assessment of past - and current - societies, Cohn 
offers us a new way of looking at societal growth and 
decline. With a broad panorama of bloody stories, 
unexpected historical riches, crime waves, corruption, 
and disasters, he shows us that although our society 
will, inevitably, die at some point, there’s still a lot we 
can do to make it better and live a little longer. His 
quirky and inventive approach to an “end-of-the-world” 
scenario should be a warning. We’re not there yet. Cohn 
concludes with a strategy of preserving and rebuilding 
so that we don’t have to give a eulogy anytime soon.

Samuel Cohn is professor of Sociology at Texas A. & 
M. University. He is the founder and first president 
of the American Sociological Association Section on 
Development He is author of The Process of Occupational 
Sex-typing and Employment and Development under 
Globalization.

ITALIAN TRANSLATION RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

How to Keep Hope Alive

FUTURE oF
WORK: FoCuS 
oN The PEOPLE

What scenarios profile themselves for the future of 
work? Are new organizational forms possible? What are 
the most successful approaches and lessons learned of 
the companies that have made it? Finally, what are the 
barriers that prevent a concrete, effective and lasting 
transformation of the working environment?

This book answers these and other questions 
by proposing innovative concepts of resilience, 
transformation, agility, automation and artificial 
intelligence applied to companies. But above all it 
shows the strategic effect of a new organizational 
humanism: an approach characterized by transparency, 
participation and balance, in the belief that the near 
future will be dominated by companies that will be able 
to exploit the potential hidden in energy, passion and 
motivation of people and at the same time building 
value for the whole society. Case studies and important 
contributions from academics and professionals 
complete the manual, making it a guide for leaders, 
managers and human resources managers, to 
understand how to create new work models that are 
more inclusive, collaborative and fit for women and 
men.

Stefano Besana is Digital & Future of Work leader in EY. 
He has been involved in digital transformation for over 
15 years, helping companies to imagine organizational 
methods that favored the centrality of people and their 
needs. He is lecturer for numerous business schools 
and universities, including Università Cattolica del 
Sacro Cuore, eCampus University, Ninja Academy and 
Tag Innovation School.

by Stefano Besana

Hoepli, 202 p

Building the Workplace and 
the Society of Tomorrow
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CulTuRAl 
ECONOmICS

The cultural industries and their products and services 
make a significant contribution to the global economy 
and are seen as strategic sectors for sustainable 
economic growth. However, industries such as art, 
design, film, music, performing arts, publishing, 
television and radio, present particular challenges for 
economic analysis. They can be goods or services that 
are both public and private, protected by copyright 
and freely available, consumed and created, as well as 
susceptible to fashion and technological development.

In this fascinating introduction to the cultural economy, 
Christiane Hellmanzik examines the market for creative 
work and reveals the economic relationships between 
human creativity, intellectual property and technology. 
Through the careful use of case studies, the book 
explores the core economic considerations such as 
supply and demand, competition and pricing, alongside 
macro trends such as globalization, digitalization and 
the internet, which are changing the industry’s business 
models.

Christiane Hellmanzik is professor of Urban, Regional 
and International Economics at the Technical University 
of Dortmund, Germany, and a board member of the 
Association of Cultural Economics.

by Christiane Hellmanzik

Agenda, 160 p
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The PRICE oF 
FOOTBALL 

The first edition of The Price of Football quickly 
established itself as the go-to guide to understanding 
football club finance for the serious fan. Kieran 
Maguire, one of the UK’s top football finance analysts, 
shows how professional clubs operate as businesses 
and explains, in non-technical language, how to read, 
understand and interrogate club accounts.
As a clear-headed analysis and presentation of the 
financial imperatives and challenges facing football 
clubs across the English and Scottish Leagues, it has 
become a welcome resource not only for students of 
the industry, but by a wider constituency of supporters 
looking to understand their club’s latest transfer deal, 
or season ticket price.
This revised and updated second edition includes 
analysis of the most recent club accounts, as well as the 
impact of Covid-19 on the game’s finances, the latest 
legal rulings on club affairs, and expanded coverage of 
the “creative accounting” ploys that some notable clubs 
have used.

kieran Maguire teaches the Football Industries MBA 
at the University of Liverpool Management School. He 
specialises in financial reporting, financial modelling 
and football finance.

“Kieran Maguire combines financial expertise with a 
supporter’s love of football, and does very valuable 
work documenting and explaining clubs’ financial 
workings, including illuminating areas of concern for 
supporters whose clubs have fallen into crisis.”  – David 
Conn, The Guardian and author of The Fall of the House 
of FIFA

by kieran Maguire

Agenda, 224 p

2nd Edition
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CRyPTOCURRENCIES

From Bitcoin to Facebook’s Diem, the book charts 
the spectacular rise of cryptocurrencies over the 
past decade alongside the much slower regulatory 
response. It assesses the potential of the technology 
underpinning new digital currencies – blockchain, 
digital tokens and smart contracts – to evade existing 
regulatory frameworks and considers the need for 
more robust protection from fraudulent initial coin 
offerings, scams and hacks.
The book examines the motivations of central banks as 
they begin to explore opportunities for an alternative 
global digital currency, and what this might mean for 
the supremacy of the dollar and other fiat currencies. 
The future of cash is also considered. 

Oonagh McDonald, CBE, is an international expert in 
financial regulation. She has been a board member 
of the Financial Services Authority, the Investors 
Compensation Scheme, the General Insurance 
Standards Council and the Board for Actuarial 
Standards. She is also director of Scottish Provident, 
Skandia Insurance Company and the British Portfolio 
Trust. She was formerly a British Member of Parliament 
and was awarded a CBE in 1998 for services to financial 
regulation and business.

“What sets this book apart from other similar attempts 
is clear and impartial analysis combined with a very 
good understanding of digital currencies. It will prove a 
valuable companion for the lay reader with an interest 
in the rise of alternative money and a good source of 
study for the expert.”  – Emilios Avgouleas, Chair of 
International Banking Law and Finance, University of 
Edinburgh

money, Trust and Regulation
 

And Other Economic Tales

The mAgIC 
mONEy TRee

This lively and provocative look at the tension between 
economics and politics examines why so many 
mistakes in economic policy-making are made for 
political reasons and ignore the economic truths.

Using short-term economic gains to ensure electoral 
success, argues Lorenzo Forni, inevitably spells 
macroeconomic disaster. Using the state budget, trade 
policy and monetary policy to prop up labour markets 
and the wider economy in order to boost voter approval 
ratings, while ignoring budget constraints can only 
result in longer recessions and economic downturns. 
Which then can incur the painful austerity measures 
needed to bring the economy back into balance.
Forni looks at many unsustainable economic policies 
that have been implemented in parts of the world 
when the economic realities – there is no magic money 
tree! – would recommend a different and more prudent 
economic course.

Lorenzo Forni is professor of Economic Policy at 
the University of Padua and Head of Prometeia 
Associazione. He has worked at the International 
Monetary Fund in Washington and at the Central Bank 
of Italy in Rome.

“This book is about magic. Yet, the magic tricks work 
and are exciting only when the audience does not 
know what to expect. With magical economic policy-
making, the audience have been conned before. This 
book shows that harsh economic truths are much 
less exciting than magic but are inescapable.”  – Aleh 
Tsyvinski, Arthur M. Okun Professor of Economics, Yale 
University

by Oonagh McDonald

Agenda, 240 pby Lorenzo Forni

Agenda, 184 p
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I, WARBOT

An engrossing look at the new frontier in AI, and how it 
will change war forever. Artificial Intelligence is going to 
war. Intelligent military systems are already reshaping 
conflict - from the chaos of battle, with pilotless drones 
and robot tanks, to the headquarters far from the 
action, where generals and politicians use technology 
to weigh up what to do. AI changes how we fight, and 
even how likely it is that we will. Warbots will be faster, 
more agile and more deadly than today’s crewed 
weapons. New tactics are already emerging, but much 
deeper thinking is needed. When will an intelligent 
machine escalate, and how might you deter it? Can 
robots predict the future? And what happens to the ‘art 
of war’ as machines become creative? An international 
campaign against ‘killer robots’ hopes to ban AI from 
conflict. But the genie is out - autonomous weapons are 
too useful for states to outlaw. Still, crafting sensible 
rules for our warbots is possible. This fascinating book 
shows how it might be done.

kenneth Payne, a former BBC journalist,  is a reader in 
International Relations at King’s College London.

‘A thought-provoking reflection on how AI will change 
conflict.’ - The Economist

‘In I, Warbot Kenneth Payne offers creative and insightful 
new perspectives on the ongoing debate around the 
use of AI-enabled weapons systems in future war-
fighting. He makes a compelling case why a ban on 
“killer robots” may prove to be counter-productive, and 
instead offers three simple but nonetheless effective 
rules for their use.’ - Franz-Stefan Gady, Research 
Fellow for Cyber, Space and Future Conflict, IISS

by kenneth Payne

Hurst, 336 p
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lIThIum 

How a little-known mineral will affect our jobs and daily 
lives as much as, if not more than, AI or Big Data have 
done.

A global energy revolution is unfolding before our 
eyes: ever-growing numbers of electric vehicles on 
our roads, laptops that last all day on a single charge 
and solar panels on our roofs, all reliant on lithium-ion 
batteries. This revolution is happening at breath-taking 
speed, with the potential to completely transform key 
industries and the way we live.
For the first time in history, we can now actually store 
this green energy we talk so much about. Often referred 
to as ‘the new oil’, lithium allows large amounts of 
energy to be squeezed into a very small space. Demand 
is soaring, and the lithium business is full of drama: 
bitter rivalries, shady deals and exceptionally talented 
visionaries such as Elon Musk, who is building lithium 
battery giga-factories across the world.
This book travels from the salt lakes of the Tibetan 
plateau, where Chinese government–linked companies 
extract lithium, to Argentina, Chile and Bolivia, which 
hold the world’s biggest resources of the mineral. 
It reveals superpowers’ struggle to secure strategic 
supplies, and the astonishing efforts of lone-wolf 
inventors and entrepreneurs. Lithium also explores the 
environmental impact of lithium extraction, the limits 
to battery electrification, and lithium battery recycling 
as the way forward.

Lukasz Bednarski is a battery materials analyst, 
founder of the lithium industry portal Lithium Today 
and a former commodity trader.

by Lukasz Bednarski

Hurst, 256 p

The Dawn of Artificially 
Intelligent Conflict

The global Race for Battery 
dominance and the New Energy 
Revolution



We hAVe 
ALWAyS BeeN
CyBORgS

The concept of transhumanism emerged in the middle 
of the 20th century, and has influenced discussions 
around AI, brain–computer interfaces, genetic 
technologies and life extension. Despite its enduring 
influence in the public imagination, a fully developed 
philosophy of transhumanism has not yet been 
presented. In this new book, leading philosopher Stefan 
Lorenz Sorgner explores the critical issues that link 
transhumanism with digitalization, gene technologies 
and ethics. He examines the history and meaning of 
transhumanism and asks bold questions about human 
perfection, cyborgs, genetically enhanced entities, 
and uploaded minds. Offering insightful reflections 
on values, norms and utopia, this will be an important 
guide for readers interested in contemporary digital 
culture, gene ethics, and policy making.

Stefan Lorenz Sorgner is chair of the Department 
of History and Humanities at John Cabot University 
in Rome, and editor-in-chief and founding editor of 
Journal of Posthuman Studies.

“With an encyclopaedic knowledge of transhumanism 
and a deep philosophical grounding, especially in 
Nietzschean thought, Stefan Sorgner tackles some of 
the most challenging ethical issues currently discussed, 
including gene editing, digital data collection, and life 
extension, with uncommon good sense and incisive 
conclusions. This study is one of the most detailed 
and comprehensive analyses available today. Highly 
recommended for anyone interested in transhumanist/
posthumanist ideas and in these issues generally.”  
- N. K. Hayles, University of California, Los Angeles 

by Stefan L. Sorgner

Policy, 240 p
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digital data, gene Technologies, 
and an Ethics of Transhumanism by Roberto SImonowski

Passagen, 144 p

ALgORITHm oF 
dEATH
The Artificial Intelligence 
dilemma

The dystopian promise of artificial intelligence is 
the return to a paradise, in which our own creation 
becomes our God and takes away the task of thinking 
and making decisions from us.
Algorithms rule the world – this is true today and will 
be even more tomorrow. They control self-driving cars 
and steer social processes more and more.  But how do 
we program these algorithms? And what will happen, 
when they finally program themselves? Concern is as 
great as hope in this moral dilemma. Will algorithms 
be allowed to decide who has to die and who has to be 
saved in an emergency? Will artificial intelligence take 
away people’s free will, protect them from themselves 
and send them back to the paradise of indecision? 
This books invites its readers to think of our future in a 
philosophical manner, considering all the paradoxes of 
artificial intelligence. 

Roberto Simanowski, born in 1963, is a cultural and 
media scholar and is a distinguished fellow of Global 
Literary Studies in the Excellence Cluster “Temporal 
Communities” at Freie Universität Berlin.

“Simanowski’s essay stands out pleasantly from a 
criticism that questions machines as the alienation of 
humans from their real needs.” Matthias Dusini

“An intellectual provocation in the best sense of the 
word - driven by an irrepressible lust for ambivalences 
and paradoxes.” - The Tractatus jury

wINNER of The 
 2020 TRACTATUS ESSAy PRIzE
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The societal relevance of universities will increase once 
again when they bring their (forgotten) “human image 
of independence” into the competition against the 
Silicon Valley’s idea of “shaping people”.

Based on the thesis that the social relevance of 
universities depends on their commitment to a “human 
image of independence”, the volume deals with the 
development opportunities of universities and their 
obstacles in the “new” (teaching and learning) area 
against the background of the possibilities offered by 
the Internet. 

What new types of reception, evaluation and production 
practices are emerging from the digital transformation 
of science? Does the digital transformation endanger 
the autonomy of universities? What kind of university 
management is required for autonomy in the digital 
transformation? Or does the future of universities lie 
more in clinging to “intellectual oases of slowing down” 
than creative places beyond all digitization?

Günther R. Burkert is director of the section for the 
field of research policy at universities, technical colleges 
and private universities in the Ministry of Science. 
He taught and researched at the universities of Graz, 
Vienna, Passau and now at Danube University Krems in 
the field of digital transformation. 

by Günther R. Burkert

Passagen

THE CoNNeCTed 
UNIVERSITy
What is digitalization 
(mis) leading to?

CReATIVe
UNIVERSITIES

How can higher education contribute to tackling today’s 
complex challenges?

In this wide-ranging book, Anke Schwittay argues that, 
in order to inspire and equip students to generate 
better responses to global challenges, we need a 
pedagogy that develops their imagination, creativity, 
emotional sensibilities and practical capabilities.
Schwittay proposes a critical-creative pedagogy that 
incorporates design-based activities, experiential 
teaching, serious play and future-oriented practices. 
Crucially, she demonstrates the importance of moving 
beyond analysing limitations to working towards 
alternatives for more equitable, just and sustainable 
futures.

Presenting concrete ideas for the reimagination of 
higher education, this book is an essential read for 
both educators and students in any field studying 
global challenges.

Anke Schwittay is senior lecturer in Anthropology and 
Global Development at the University of Sussex.

“This thoughtful, critical and creative book opens up a 
wealth of directions for reimagining universities, it is 
a cornucopia of ideas for designing a new educational 
practice adequate for a world facing profound 
environmental, economic and social disruption.” - Keri 
Facer, University of Bristol 

by Anke Schwittay

Policy, 200 p
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Reimagining Education for 
global Challenges and 
Alternative 



Why does Western pandemic policy have support 
across the political spectrum, when its social impacts 
conflict with ideology on both Right and Left?
Why does Western pandemic policy have support 
across the political spectrum, when its social impacts 
conflict with ideology on both right and left?

During the pandemic, the Left has agreed that ‘following 
the science’ with hard lockdowns is the best way to 
preserve life; only irresponsible right-wing populists 
oppose them. But social science shows that while 
the rich have got richer, those suffering most under 
lockdown are the already disadvantaged: the poor, the 
young, and - most overlooked of all - the Global South. 
The UN is predicting tens of millions of deaths from 
hunger and warning that decades of development are 
being reversed. Equally, why have conservatives backed 
lockdowns and other major interventions, creating the 
big state that they usually abhor? These contradictions 
within the great consensus of Western pandemic 
response are part of a broader crisis in Western 
thought. Toby Green peels back the policy paradoxes 
to reveal irreconcilable beliefs in our societies. These 
deep divisions are now bursting into the open, with 
devastating consequences for the global poor.

Toby Green, formerly a journalist, is Professor of 
Precolonial and Lusophone African History and Culture 
at King’s College London. His 2019 book A Fistful of Shells 
won the British Academy’s Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize for 
Global Cultural Understanding, the American Historical 
Association’s Jerry Bentley Prize in World History and 
the Historical Writers’ Association Non-Fiction Crown.

by Toby Green

Hurst, 304 p

The COVId 
CoNSeNSuS
The New Politics of global 
Inequality
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by Roberto Simanowski

Passagen, 136 p

The VIRUS ANd 
The dIgITAL

The virus and the digital is the in-depth analysis of a 
pandemic: from the Corona app and the requirement 
to wear a mask while on-screen to the question of 
whether the Corona crisis could be the long-awaited 
opportunity for a new beginning in society.

Covid-19 is the yeast of digitization: home office, 
smart working, distance learning, online shopping, 
video streaming, and the Corona app itself - we are 
experiencing a leap into the future that needs to be 
understood in real time. 

Roberto Simanowski undertakes this attempt 
and deciphers various everyday phenomena of 
the pandemic from a cultural and media studies 
perspective: the zoom meeting as a revelation of the 
optically unconscious, the corona app as a power 
struggle between technology and society, the anti-
corona protests and conspiracy theories as collateral 
damage of the Internet. The conclusion is surprising 
and dismaying: just as the corona crisis accelerates 
digitization, it also accelerates the outbreak of 
infodemia, which points to a much more threatening 
disease: the crisis of democracy.

Roberto Simanowski is a cultural and media scholar 
and has been a distinguished fellow of Global 
Literary Studies in the Excellence Cluster “Temporal 
Communities” at the Freie Universität  of Berlin 
since 2020. In the same year, he was awarded the 
Tractatus Award of the Philosophicum Lech for his 
book Todesalgorithmus. Das Dilemma der künstlichen 
Intelligenz (‘Death Algorithm: the Dilemma of Artificial 
Intelligence’, also available.)

ALL TRANSLATION  RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE



Amid the chaos of the pandemic, mafias and scammers 
have been profiting from the misfortune of others.
Covid-19 is reshaping and challenging governments, 
societies and economies in previously unimaginable 
ways - but gangsters and profiteers have adapted. They 
have found new routes for illegal commodities, from 
narcotics to people. Shortages, lockdowns and public 
attitudes have brought the underworld and upperworld 
closer together, as criminals strive to meet needs, 
maximise opportunities and fill governance vacuums. 
Unscrupulous fraudsters are touting fake remedies 
to desperate people: counterfeit drugs, and trafficked 
wildlife used in traditional medicine. Social distancing 
and restrictions have seen online transactions and 
cyber-ops replacing or supplementing physical 
shipments, opening opportunities for scammers and 
hackers. Heavy-handed state responses have created 
new illicit markets by prohibiting the sale of particular 
goods and services, while some elites have capitalised 
on the pandemic for personal or political gain.
Covid has cast a long shadow over the rule of law. 
Criminal Contagion uncovers its extraordinary impacts 
on the global illicit economy, and their long-term 
implications.

Tuesday Reitano is the Deputy Director of the Global 
Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime. She 
previously worked in UN System on development 
and organised crime. Mark Shaw is the Director of 
the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized 
Crime. He was previously a professor of justice and 
security at the University of Cape Town, and a senior 
official in the UN Office on Drugs and Crime.

How Mafias, Gangsters and 
Scammers Profit from a Pandemic

by T. Reitano and
M. Shaw

Hurst, 320 p
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AuThoRITARIAN
CONTAgION

The 21st century has not seen the triumph of democracy 
that some predicted but instead, in many cases, a turn 
towards authoritarian forms of government as an 
imagined solution to the many crises facing humanity.
This innovative and important book draws on examples 
from around the world to examine the spread of 
draconian and nationalistic forms of government: 
a lurch towards ‘authoritarian protectionism’ which 
observes a simple maxim, that ‘the world may end 
for others, but not for us’. While there is hope that 
the COVID-19 crisis could lead to a reinvigoration of 
democracy and a new economic agenda, there is also 
the risk of a further slide towards authoritarian rule and 
an urgent need for democratic renewal and change to 
combat this. The novel conceptualization offered in 
this book will give readers a new and deeper insight 
into the changing nature of the authoritarian threat to 
democracy – and how it might be overcome.

Luke Cooper is a consultant researcher based at LSE 
IDEAS, the foreign policy think tank at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. He was 
previously a Visiting Fellow on the Europe’s Futures 
programme at the IWM (Institute for Human Sciences 
in Vienna).

“An excellent and engaging book that traces the drift 
towards authoritarianism haunting so many societies 
across the globe in the 21st century. In the midst of 
warning us about coming dangers, Luke Cooper also 
reminds us of the emancipatory potential the power 
of democracy can still hold.” - Dr Kojo Koram, Birkbeck 
College, University of London 

The global Threat to democracy

by Luke Cooper

Policy Press, 160 p
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LEAdERSHIP
ANd
CHARISmA

IdEOLOgy

This innovative book explores the universal and 
cultural foundations that underlie the dynamics of 
leadership. It asks key questions such as: why are 
we attracted to leaders? Why do we perceive certain 
leaders as charismatic? And why do some leaders who 
are perceived as charismatic during a certain period 
cease to be perceived as such in another period?

Taking a unique evolutionary and cultural perspective, 
Micha Popper and Omri Castelnovo argue that the desire 
of leaders is inherent in the ‘evolutionary software’ of 
the human race. They provide an observation of the 
basic evolutionary foundations common to all animals 
before exploring elements that are unique to humans.

The book considers acquired signals, universal and 
cultural signs of leadership and the phenomenon of 
charisma. Through the presentation of case studies 
and historical examples, the book demonstrates 
how followers create images of leadership and how 
evolutionary, psychological, and cultural aspects affect 
this process.

Micha Popper is professor at the Department of 
Psychology and dr. Omri Castelnovo, teaches at the 
Department of Psychology, University of Haifa, Israel.

This insightful book sheds light on three competing 
ideological windows on the world: conservatism, 
liberalism and socialism. David Reisman explores the 
importance of these perspectives not only to generating 
public policy, but also in our capacity to explain the 
very nature of reality.

Surveying the diversity of beliefs that govern and guide 
contemporary society, Reisman illustrates the pre-
eminence of three all-encompassing meta-ideologies 
that capture heterogenous philosophies. The book 
traces the history of these meta-ideologies through key 
figures and moments in their development, illuminating 
the paradox at the heart of political beings: the 
conceptual wedding of independence and integration. 
Refusing a partisan perspective, Reisman argues in 
favour of a tolerant vision of society that promotes 
understanding as an avenue by which to achieve the 
peaceable coexistence of plurality and diversity.

Offering a clear, intellectual and unbiased presentation 
of contemporary political philosophy, this book is 
crucial reading for researchers and students of social 
and political thought, particularly those focusing on 
ideology and the history of philosophy.

David Reisman is professor emeritus of Economics, at 
the University of Surrey, UK and senior associate at the 
Centre for Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore

by David Reisman

E. Elgar, 256 p by Micha Popper

E. Elgar, 144 p
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FREEdOm

The question of free will has preoccupied philosophers 
for millennia. In recent years the debate has been 
reinvigorated by the findings of neuroscience and, for 
some, the notion that we have free will has finally been 
laid to rest. Not so, says Raymond Tallis. In his quest to 
reconcile our practical belief in our own agency with 
our theoretical doubts, Tallis advances powerful and 
original arguments for the reality of freedom.
Tallis challenges the idea that the laws of nature wire us 
into a causally closed world that imprisons. He shows 
that our capacity to discover and exploit these laws is 
central to understanding the nature of voluntary action 
and to reconciling free will with our status as material 
beings.

Tallis’s fascinating exploration takes us to the heart of 
what we are, and by understanding our freedom shows 
our extraordinary nature more clearly.

Raymond Tallis was elected a fellow of the Academy 
of Medical Sciences for his researches in clinical 
neuroscience. His books have ranged across many 
subjects – from philosophical anthropology to literary 
and cultural criticism – but all are characterised by a 
fascination for the infinite complexity of human lives 
and the human condition. The Economist’s Intelligent 
Life magazine lists him as one of the world’s leading 
polymaths.

“Tallis is the best of the humanists, a thinker of 
undeniable profundity and sensitivity” - Anthony 
Morgan, The Philosopher 

by Raymond Tallis

Agenda, 280 p

An Impossible Reality
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Is the mind merely an activity of the brain? Is man 
actually the slave of his genes? In the scientific world, 
both questions are often answered with “yes”. But 
John van der Horst has his doubts about this academic 
“nihilism” that assumes that the world is ultimately 
ruled by blind natural forces. He kicks the sore leg of 
materialistic reductionists by asking questions like: 
Why do people like music? How can life originate from 
dead and languid matter? Do our memories really 
reside in our brains? Do love and morality exist in a 
power- and survival-driven evolution? In an accessible 
style, John van der Horst gnaws at the shaky pillars on 
which academic nihilism is built. 

The author shows that there is a positive orientation 
in this world that cannot be described only in material 
terms, because in many ways it is precisely opposite to 
matter: inspired, committed, altruistic. 

Philosopher John van der Horst is an advisor in the 
field of education, diversity and culture, and is also a 
writer and painter. He has also taught philosophy and 
ethics or many years at the Administrative Academy of 
The Netherlands.

by John van der Horst
Aldo Manuzio, 224 p

No NOTHINg
A Critique on Academic Nihilism
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Conversations with Peter 
Engelmann

In Politics and Aesthetics the  fifth volume in the series 
Passagen Gespräche, the French Philsopher Jaques 
Rancière retraces the de ning concepts of his own 
thinking.
Starting from his rupture with structural marxism, 
Rancière reconstructs his philo- sophical biography: 
from the early studies on the emancipation of workers 
to his re- cent research on literature, cinema and visual 
arts. The connection between politics and aesthetics 
emerges as a  l rouge in the French philosopher’s 
thinking. Politics in the form of dissent can derange the 
established order. Distancing himself from Althusser 
and Bourdieu, Rancière insists on the egalitarian nature 
of aesthetics and perception. He drafts therefore a 
concept of aesthtics as the “regime of the experience” 
with the intention of rewriting the acknowledged truths 
of art history and critising the modernist dogma. In the  
nal part the dialogue looks into contemporary artistic 
and political movements in search of their subversive 
potential.

Jacques Rancière is a professor emeritus of Philosophy 
and an art historian. He has gained international 
renown with his works on political philosophy and 
aesthetics.

Peter Engelmann is a publisher, philosopher, and 
editor of postmodern and deconstructivist French 
philosophers in German.

by Jacques Rancière

Passagen, 112 p
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by Carl Rhodes

Policy, 240 p

WoKe
CAPITALISm
How Corporate morality is 
Sabotaging democracy

Does ‘woke capitalism’ improve capitalism’s image or 
does it threaten the future of democracy?

From Nike’s support for Colin Kaepernick, to Gillette’s 
engagement with the toxic masculinity debate, the 
21st century has seen a sharp increase in corporations 
taking over public morality, a phenomenon which has 
come to be known as ‘woke capitalism’.

Carl Rhodes takes us on a lively and fascinating history 
of woke capitalism – from 1950s corporate social 
responsibility, through 1980s neoliberalism, tracing 
it alongside the adoption and mutation of the term 
‘woke’ from Black American culture – and brings us 
right up to current-day debates.
By examining the political causes that woke capitalism 
has co-opted, and the social causes that it has not, he 
argues that this surreptitious extension of capitalism 
has serious implications for us all.

Carl Rhodes is professor of Organization Studies at 
the University of Technology Sydney. He researches 
the ethical and democratic dimensions of business 
and work. Carl regularly writes for the mainstream and 
independent press on issues related to ethics, politics 
and the economy.

“Casting a penetrating light on pandemic profiteering, 
tokenism and distraction techniques in corporations’ 
responses to societal ills, Rhodes convinces us to 
confront the fact that we are selling our democracy 
and our own freedom too cheaply.” - Mollie Painter, 
Nottingham Business School 
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NAVALNy 
AGAINST PUTIN

The X-hour for contemporary Russia starts at dawn 
on 20 August 2020, when Alexey Navalny loses 
consciousness and falls on the aisle carpet of a low-
cost plane in the sky of Siberia. This may mark the 
beginning of Vladimir Putin’s personal power’s end. The 
whole world now knows that Navalny was poisoned 
by a nerve agent from Soviet military laboratories, 
the Novichok. But the fact that he survived changes 
everything, and legitimizes those who are convinced 
that this false step has triggered a series of reactions 
that will lead the Kremlin towards a road of no return.  In 
this essay, Putin and Navalny are the two protagonists 
of a political confrontation - but also a cultural battle 
and a generational conflict - which thirty years after 
the end of the USSR could represent both a historical 
turning point and an epochal disaster for the Russian 
Federation as for his leader, as well.

Anna zafesova is a journalist covering post-Soviet 
politics and social and cultural issues, with special 
attention to Russia and Ukraine. She has worked as a 
Moscow correspondent for the Italian newspaper La 
Stampa.

“Anna Zafesova confronts two men: the Russian 
President and the man who has dangerously challenged 
the regime. She studies them and bares them, with 
intuition, fluency and humor.” - Antonella Scott in Il 
Sole 24 Ore 

“In Navalny against Putin, Anna Zafesova traces the 
future of Russia and explains why Putinism is at an 
end”. - Elisabetta Favale in  La Voce di New York

Poison, Intrigues and corruption 
in Putin’s Russia

by Anna zafesova

Paesi, 160 p
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NAVALNy

Who is Alexei Navalny? Poisoned in August 2020 and 
transported to Germany for treatment, the politician 
returned to Russia in January 2021 in the full glare of 
the world media. His immediate detention at passport 
control set the stage for an explosive showdown with 
Vladimir Putin. But Navalny means very different things 
to different people. To some, he is a democratic hero. 
To others, he is betraying the Motherland. To others 
still, he is a dangerous nationalist. This book explores 
the many dimensions of Navalny’s political life, from 
his pioneering anti-corruption investigations to his 
ideas and leadership of a political movement. It also 
looks at how his activities and the Kremlin’s strategies 
have shaped one another.
Navalny makes sense of this divisive character, revealing 
the contradictions of a man who is the second most 
important political figure in Russia—even when behind 
bars. In order to understand modern Russia, you need 
to understand Alexei Navalny.

J. M. Dollbaum is a postdoctoral researcher at Bremen 
University, specialising in activism and civil society in 
Russia. M. Lallouet is a PhD candidate at the University 
of Kent, researching Navalny and the Russian 
opposition. B. Noble is Lecturer in Russian Politics at 
University College London and an Associate Fellow at 
Chatham House.

‘Paints a vivid picture of a Russian politician who is a 
necessarily courageous product of the internet age. […] 
An engaging and timely book about Navalny the man, 
the politician and the protester.’ - Luke Harding, The 
Observer

by J.M. Dollbaum, 
M. Lallouet, and B. Noble

Hurst, 280 p
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Putin’s Nemesis, Russia’s Future?



The thrilling never-before-told story of Agent Sniper, 
one of the Cold War’s most effective counter-agents

Michal Goleniewski, cover name Sniper, was one 
of the most important spies of the early Cold War. 
For almost three years, as a Lieutenant Colonel at 
the top of Poland’s espionage service, he smuggled 
thousands of top-secret Soviet bloc intelligence and 
military documents, as well as 160 rolls of microfilm, 
from behind the Iron Curtain. Then, in January 1961, he 
abandoned his wife and children to make a dramatic 
defection across divided Berlin with his East German 
mistress to the safety of American territory. There, he 
exposed more than 1,600 Soviet bloc agents operating 
undercover in the West—more than any single spy in 
history.

The CIA called Goleniewski “one of the West’s most 
valuable counterintelligence sources,” but in late 1963, 
he was abandoned by the US government because of 
a split inside the agency, and over questions about his 
mental stability and his trustworthiness. 
Goleniewski bears some of the blame for his troubled 
legacy: He made baseless assertions about his record, 
notably that he was the first to expose Kim Philby. He 
also bizarrely claimed to be Tsarevich Aleksei Romanoff, 
heir to the Russian Throne who had miraculously 
survived the 1918 massacre of his family.

For more than fifty years, American and British 
intelligence services have sought to erase Goleniewski 
from the history of Cold War espionage. 

The vast bulk of his once-substantial CIA and MI5 files 
remain closed. Only fragments of his material crop 
up in the de-classified dossiers on the KGB spies he 
exposed or the memoirs of CIA officers who dealt 
with him, but his newly-released Polish intelligence 
file reveals the remarkable extent of his espionage on 
behalf of the West.

Tim Tate is a multi-award winning documentary film-
maker, investigative journalist and best-selling author. 
Over a 30-year career he produced and directed almost 
90 films for all British and US terrestrial channels. He is 
also the author of 13 published non-fiction books.
Tate’s previous book, Hitelr’s forgotten children has been 
translated in 14 languages.

Also, by the same author:

AGeNT SNIPER

by Tim Tate
Macmillan, 320 p

The Best Spy the West Ever Lost
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On 18 May 1291, after a desperate siege of six weeks, 
the city of Acre, the last crusader stronghold in the Holy 
Land, fell to the Mamluk army. It was the effective end 
to Christendom’s two hundred year adventure in the 
realm it called Outremer. The aftershock would last for 
hundreds of years. Despite calls for crusade that would 
rumble on almost into the seventeenth century, the 
dream of Jerusalem died amongst the ruins of Acre.
The fall of Acre has iconic significance in crusader and 
medieval history. Its events are both memorable and 
dramatic, notable for technical advances in military 
planning and siege warfare, extraordinary acts of 
individual heroism and savage slaughter. It forms the 
conventional end point of complete histories of the Holy 
Land crusades. Acre was to all intents and purposes 
‘The Kingdom of Jerusalem’ and its loss signalled a break 
point in the Middle Ages and the last significant action 
by the great crusading military orders. At the time both 
sides were acutely aware of the finality of the outcome. 
‘Everything was lost,’ wrote a defending eyewitness. For 
the Muslim counterparts it was a moment when ‘the 
whole of Syria and the coastal zone were purified of 
the Franks.’ It crystallised a bitter legacy for both Islam 
and Christianity and can claim a resonance over and 
beyond the drama of the event itself.
The Accursed Tower  tells the vivid story of the siege 
through contemporary accounts – a ferocious contest, 
in which giant catapults brought techniques of siege 
warfare to a new height, that was fought to the last 
man and the collapse of the last tower. It also sites its 
significance within the longer history of the crusades 
and the half-century endgame that led up to the final 
battle.

by Roger Crowley

yale U.P, 272 p

Roger Crowley has worked as a teacher and publisher, 
and also has an undeveloped career as a poet to his 
name - he won a Society of Authors’ Eric Gregory Award 
for poetry, before retiring to the safety of prose. He 
is the author of several bestselling narrative history 
books based on first-hand eyewitness account. 
His books have been translated in fifteen languages.

Also, by the same author:
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The Fall of Acre and the End of the Crusades



A scintillating history of one of Europe’s most alluring 
cities.

Granada is a deceptive city, concealing a layered past 
and a complex character. The last Muslim capital in 
Western Europe, over the centuries it has captured 
hearts and imaginations, inspiring countless myths and 
legends. Yet its history reveals even more fascinating 
tales: secrets and follies, victory and failure, poetry and 
art. City of Illusions brings together Granada’s many 
stories—the archaeological forger, the renegade French 
general, the garrotted liberal heroine, the Jewish poet 
who served two Muslim rulers. This colourful cast of 
characters takes us from the founding eleventh-century 
dynasty and the building of the Alhambra, through the 
Reconquista, French occupation and Spanish Civil War, 
right up to the present day.
Granada’s history has long been fought over, rewritten, 
idealised or buried. This rich, elegant book sets the 
record straight on a beautiful, elusive city, with all its 
quirks, mysteries, intrigues and triumphs.

Helen Rodgers is an Arabist, whose fascination for the 
history of the Arab world has led to over two decades 
of historical research across the Mediterranean region. 
Stephen Cavendish is a writer, editor and historian 
with a passion for the medieval and modern history of 
Europe and the Middle East.

‘Rodgers and Cavendish have read deeply, communicate 
their enthusiasm for the city very well and provide 
illuminating pictures of its most notable inhabitants.’  
-  Literary Review 
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by H. Rodgers and
S. Cavendish

Hurst, 360 p

A History of granada
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PARIS

Alongside New York and London, Paris is one of the 
world’s earliest megacities. Its growth and character 
have been fashioned by a distinctive mix of policies 
that separate it from other long-time megacities as well 
as the fast-growing urban centres of the Global South.

Christian Lefèvre examines the social and economic 
forces that have shaped Paris and which have made 
it the city it is today. He charts the impact of global 
trends, such as the shift from industry to service 
and information sectors, as well as regional factors, 
especially those arising from Paris’s unique system of 
governance. The book examines the central role the 
national government has played in policies affecting 
the city and explores how the shift towards political 
decentralization and localism has contributed to a 
system increasingly incapable of taking collective 
action. This tension is shown to have impacted the 
city’s provision of services, particularly housing, and 
promoted inequalities within the city and its region. 
Paris’s unrivalled national dominance is also examined 
alongside its weaker position as a global city.

Christian Lefèvre is professor at Ecole d’Urbanisme 
de Paris, Universite Paris-Est. He is a member of the 
executive committee of the European Urban Research 
Association (EURA) and has been a consultant for the 
OECD, European Commission, UN-Habitat and the 
city of Paris. He is coauthor of Struggling Giants: City-
Region Governance in London, New York, Paris and 
Tokyo (2012).

by Christian Lefèvre

Agenda, 200 p
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HOW do 
You KNOW?

How Do You Know? explores problems of knowledge 
t hat arise in everyday life. If you are not an expert, 
how can you know that another person is an expert? 
If experts are politically biased should you still trust 
them? More generally, how should you approach the 
testimony of other people: treat it all as “innocent until 
proven guilty,” or is that too simple? Does the internet 
make us better knowers, or is it just a minefield of 
misinformation? Is it always irrational to believe a 
conspiracy theory? Suppose someone just as intelligent 
and well-informed as you are disagrees with you about 
something, how should that affect your belief? Can we 
have knowledge of what is right and wrong?
How Do You Know? approaches these issues through the 
lens of social epistemology and via the preeminently 
social genre of philosophical dialogue. Its characters 
discuss and debate issues that are current, practically 
relevant, and even controversial - while equipping 
readers with tools and concepts to see more clearly for 
themselves.

Gordon Barnes is associate professor of Philosophy at 
the State University of New York at Brockport.

“An engaging introduction to epistemology, with a 
special focus on issues in social epistemology that 
are very relevant in today’s world. An accessible guide 
to practical epistemological questions about which 
experts you should trust, the pervasiveness of bias in 
oneself and others, the proliferation of misinformation 
on the internet, and how you should respond when lots 
of people disagree with you. Highly recommended.” - 
James Beebee, State University of New York at Buffalo 

A dialogue

by Gordon Barnes

Hackett, 144 p

ALL TRANSLATION  RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

by Bruno Codenotti and
Giovanni Resta
Hoepli, 176 p

The LOgIC oF 
INCERTITUdE
Close Encounters with the 
Paradoxes of Probability

As already Cicero observed, the calculation of 
probabilities can help a lot in both the small and the 
big life choices.

In this book, the authors show how using simple 
probabilistic tools how situations of uncertainty can 
be faced in a rational way, according to logical and 
mathematical skills. Some of the topics covered, such 
as the birthday paradox and the Monty Hall problem, 
will highlight that our intuitive understanding of 
probabilities is not good at all, especially when it comes 
to estimating how often highly unlikely events occur.

Bruno Codenotti is research manager at the Institute 
of Informatics and Telematics of the CNR of Pisa. 
After having done research in computational game 
theory and algorithmic, in recent years he has been 
working on scientific dissemination. Giovanni Resta 
is senior researcher at the Institute of Informatics 
and Telematics of the CNR of Pisa. He has dealt with 
computational and algorithmic complexity, and more 
recently with problems related to smart mobility.
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EmOTIONAL 
heAlTh IN 
TImES oF CRISES
by Jorge L. Tizón 

Herder, 189 p

by Miquel Seguró

Herder, 184 p

This work tries to bring us closer to understanding 
what is happening to us on a psychological level as 
protagonists of a crisis: the one derived from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Beyond fear, the emotions that move in a crisis like this 
span a broader spectrum. What are the other emotions 
that invade us and what role are they playing? How can 
we manage this crisis and those that will come at the 
emotional level, at the level of health and mental health 
resources, at the level of community and community 
care?
The global impact of this pandemic is so new and so 
unexpected that we do not know where events lead 
us to. All we know is that they will not be as we had 
envisioned, as we expected or as we would have wished 
before it happened. The only thing that can be said for 
sure about crises… is that there will be more.

Jorge L. Tizón (A Coruña, 1946) is a psychiatrist, 
psychoanalyst, psychologist and neurologist. For 
twenty-two years he directed the mental health units for 
children, adults, serious mental disorders and research 
teams at La Verneda, La Pau and La Mina, in Barcelona. 
Subsequently, he founded and directed the Mental 
Health Prevention and Early Care Team for Patients 
at Risk of Psychosis (EAPPP) of the Institut Català de 
la Salut de Barcelona, the first Spanish team entirely 
dedicated to such work. He currently teaches at the 
University Institute of Mental Health of the Ramon Llull 
University and is a visiting professor at various national 
and foreign universities and training institutes.

By vulnerability we tend to understand everything that 
has to do with our pain and suffering dimension. Being 
vulnerable, though, mainly means being affected. 
Therefore, all what has to do with being human, no 
matter if positive and joyful or the opposite, is deeply 
related to our being, always and any time, vulnerable 
beings.

This is the starting point of this book, which encourages 
the reader to think about vulnerability on an existential 
note. The philosophical itinerary orbits around 
two fundamental areas: the existential reality of 
vulnerability (its pathos), and the decision to integrate 
it and live it as an ethical and political gear (its ethos). 
The author relies on René Descartes’ work, whose 
philosophy he considers a propitious one to meditate 
on vulnerability, inasmuch it stimulates a reflection 
on vulnerability as a condition of human life, in all its 
magnitudes.

Miquel Seguró is a researcher at the Ethos Chair at the 
Ramon Llull University and a professor of Philosophy 
at the Open University of Catalonia. He is editor of the 
magazine Argumenta Philosophica. He has published 
a number of books and regularly collaborates in the 
media.

Also, by the same author: La vida también se piensa (2nd 
edition).

VULNERABILITy
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BOdIES oF 
mEmORy ANd 
gRACE

Christianity is considered a religion of the scriptures. 
But at its origin there are not texts, but the naked body.

The incarnation, birth, life, passion and resurrection 
of Jesus - these are the central salvation events of 
Christianity. Jesus Christ is the “body that matters” 
par excellence. Redemption and salvation take place 
through his flesh. The believing appropriation of his 
body took place in the history of Christianity through 
various forms of embodiment as: there are the 
individual bodies of the believers, on whom the original 
body is impressed on and under the skin, there is the 
church itself, a supra-individual, social body, born from 
the wound on the side of Jesus on the cross, which was 
sometimes boldly portrayed as a bleeding vulva.

Elke Pahud de Mortanges ’search for traces puts the 
body and image worlds of Christian piety in relation 
to modern body performance art and thus brings to 
light a surprising variety of embodiments of Christian 
salvation.

Elke Pahud de Mortanges, a theologian, is an adjunct 
professor for dogmatics and the history of dogmas 
at the University of Freiburg and lecturer for Gender 
Aspects in Religious Studies at the University of 
Freiburg.

The Body in the Remembrance 
Cultures of Christianity
 by Elke Pahud de 
Mortanges

TVz, 150 p
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by Martin Flesh

Echter, 192 p

SIleNT 
SCREAmS

Around the world, 80 million refugees are not just 
confronting us with a huge structural task: they are 
also the base for the emergence of emotional suffering 
with severe forms in refugees, which stem from the 
traumatic experiences they suffer – which also happens 
once they arrive in their country of destination.

With a lot of empathy for those affected, Martin 
Flesch analyzes the causes and backgrounds of the 
existential emergencies of the refugees. He reports 
on his own experiences in the context of his many 
years of psychiatric care, treatment and psychiatric 
assessment of migrants. In doing so, he also repeatedly 
builds bridges to Christian-religious and philosophical 
reference points for the migration problem.

Based on these experiences, he calls for an alternative 
asylum policy that is fairer to the respective individual 
case - but above all he gives a concrete voice to the 
phenomenon of mental suffering among refugees.

A confrontation with the many facets of emotional 
suffering before, during and after an escape.

Dr. Martin Flesch is an independent specialist in 
psychiatry and psychotherapy with a focus on forensic 
psychiatry in his own expert practice. In 2014 he added 
a social psychiatric migration outpatient clinic to his 
practice rooms.
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mental Suffering from migration
A Psychiatrist’s Plea



Fables still retain the ancient value of oral narration 
and remain a valid learning tool. Through the brevity 
and simplicity of language, fables communicate 
immediately, through characters and humanized 
animals that speak of real life and show well-defined 
attitudes, emotions and characteristics. They deal 
with important issues, as the importance of giving, 
kindness, self-love, self-knowledge, one’s own skills, as 
well as cooperation and respect for others. All topics 
covered are aimed at emotional and personal growth, 
developing a sense of well-being, so that every child 
may feel welcomed, special and important. The book 
is aimed at educators who work with children aged 4 
to 8, teachers of kindergarten and first cycle of primary 
school, workshop animators and parents who believe 
in the importance of experiencing, of learning through 
doing in their educational relationship with the child.

Through short, vivid stories and playful activities, 
children will be able to learn values   and concepts 
fundamental for their growth, in a joyful way and with 
the help of games consistent with the stories told. 

Giovanna Paesani has taught psycho-motive skills 
and preparatory gymnastics to children from three to 
six years and has directed a library for children, with 
joined workshops. She loves writing short stories, 
nursery rhymes and fairy tales for children.

The magic box, offering children the opportunity to 
immerse in their inner world, allows them to observe 
the other and incorporate it through imitation, also 
allowing conflict as an enriching experience. There is 
no need to explain how to do it, nor there is only one 
way to do it; it will be the educator who, at different 
times of the day, will use her/his own box in absolute 
autonomy. This shall allow her/him to be unique each 
time, choosing to extract and narrate what she/he can 
really share at that moment. While working for over 
twenty years with minors from 0 to 6 years and more 
-first in an educational role and then as a psychologist- 
the author has extended the use of the magic box  
to the psycho-pedagogical sphere because it is the 
magic -which gradually materializes-.It is not a matter 
of simply extracting an object nor a song singing, it’s 
the content that conveys wider and deeper meanings 
and develops the children’s magical thought, since 
everything inside the magic box is alive and animated 
by feelings for them. This way, the toy car may be angry 
or happy, the pig frightened or sad, until the children 
progressively understand actions and foresee reactions 
to objects in a frame of thought development. This 
way it will be possible to talk about a number of topics 
such as bereavement, gender identity, intelligence, 
bilingualism and everything that the child will be able 
to express.

Giovanna Parimbelli is a clinical psychologist and 
trainee systemic psychotherapist. She coordinates 
the Montessori-inspired nursery “La stellina” and is a 
training consultant in educational services for children.

by Giovanna Paesani
La Meridiana, 142 p

by Giovanna Parimbelli
La Meridiana, 62 p

eACh STORy 
IS A gAmE

The mAgIC 
BoX

16 workshops to narrate, play, 
experiment

A tool to facilitate relationships 
with the child
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AdVANCEd INTROdUCTION SeRIeS
Stimulating and thoughtful introdutions to major fields in the social sciences and law, expertly written by the world’s

leading scholar as accessible, yet rigorous, tsurveys of the substantive and policy issues associated with discrete subject areas.

“This brilliant book, with its unique conceptual structure, accessible 
writing and innovative chapter format, featuring a kaleidoscope of 
“insights” from cities around the world, provides a comprehensive 
and succinct synthesis of Peter Taylor’s unrivalled and systematic 
urban scholarship. The masterpiece checks off all registers of urban 
studies as we know them and still provides a pathbreaking perspective 
on one of humanity’s oldest and most enduring achievements: the 
city.” – Roger Keil, York University, Canada 

This insightful Advanced Introduction explores the key attributes of 
cities, identifying their five basic characteristics; innate complexity, 
the agglomeration of activities, inter-city connectivities, the 
projection of power, and relations to states. Peter J. Taylor gives 
a broad and engaging overview of how these characteristics work 
and relate to each other, supplemented by ten short city insights 
which offer readers specific examples of cities and themes.

Key features include:
• analysis of cities as the creative nodes of societies
• discussion of both contemporary and historical cities
• exploration of the different spaces created by cities and states
• identification of the demands of cities in relation to climate 
change.

Peter J. Taylor is professor emeritus of Geography, he teaches at 
the Loughborough University and Northumbria University, UK.

CITIES
by Peter J. Taylor
E. Elgar, 160 p.
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“Once again, Mimi Sheller has succeeded in considering the mobile 
world in innovative and eye-opening ways. Sharp and precise social 
science at its best. This book is a milestone in mobilities research and 
critical theoretical thinking and makes progress in understanding 
the hopefully soon to come post-pandemic world.” - Sven Kesselring, 
Nuertingen-Geislingen University (HfWU), Germany 

Leading mobilities theorist Mimi Sheller offers an up-to-date, 
comprehensive analysis of the complex mobility disruptions of 
the Covid-19 pandemic and its aftermath in this timely Advanced 
Introduction. It outlines the formation of the interdisciplinary field of 
mobility studies, arguing that mobilities theory is crucial to planning 
post-pandemic recovery, sustainable communities, and low-carbon 
transitions. From tourism to migration to urban infrastructure, to 
informal and reproductive mobilities, Sheller reveals how multiple 
im/mobilities are interconnected, as the novel coronavirus reminds 
us as it hitchhikes across the globe through its human hosts.

Mimi Sheller is dean of the Global School Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, US.

“This first comprehensive overview of migration studies summarizes 
research about international and internal migrations across the 
world’s more and less developed regions. The book explains 
concisely the field’s data, concepts, and theories, as refined since 
the 19th century, and its contributions to contemporary public 
policies that enhance benefits and minimize disruptions from 
population movements. Drawing on five decades as a migrant, 
researcher, teacher, and policy advisor, the author provides 
essential guidance to future research and policy making.”
– Josh DeWind, Program Director, Social Science Research Council, 
1994-2020, US 

Providing a timely overview of the main issues and scholarship in 
migration studies, Ronald Skeldon examines the principal methods 
of migration and offers in-depth guidance on trends and types of 
population movements in today’s world. Key areas such as forced 
movements and refugees are considered, alongside more voluntary 
migration and the relationship between migration and development. 
The main approaches to migration policy are also reviewed.

Ronald Skeldon is professor emeritus at the Department of 
Geography, University of Sussex, UK and honorary professor at 
the Graduate School of Governance, Maastricht University, the 
Netherlands.

mOBILITIES
by Mimi Sheller
E. Elgar, 168 p.

mIgRATION
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by Ronald Skeldon
E. Elgar, 176 p.
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